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ASH  
WEDNESDAY  
SERVICE 
 
 

Wednesday, February 17th begins    
this year’s season of Lent with a brief,  
meditative service to quietly and contem-
platively start the journey.    

                                    
                                                             for more details, see page 4… 

Christian Outreach 
 

The Lenten Project 
2010 

 
It’s that time again to consider  
giving to our Lenten offering.  
This year 25% will support hun-
ger initiatives, 50% will go to 
homeless initiatives in Fairfield 
County and the remaining 25% 
will go to long-term Haiti relief 
through Church World Service.  
These percentages reflect the pri-
orities of the congregation taken 
from the all-church survey com-
pleted earlier.  

 
Watch for more details coming 
soon, either by mail or email...  

Something Special You Won’t 
Want to Miss! 
 
  

BARBARA K. LUNDBLAD 
Joe R. Engle Professor of Preaching 
 
 
 

The Rev. Dr. Barbara K. Lundblad will be 
our guest preacher on Sunday, February 
21st.  She will offer an inspiring Second 
Hour in the Auditorium from 11:20 am  
to Noon. 
(For more details, turn the page…) 
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Speaking Pastorally 
 
      
Somehow it feels as though we have survived at least half the winter and February 
is now upon us.  Very soon we will enter the season of Lent.  And to help us begin 
the journey, I am very pleased to announce that Barbara Lundblad will be our 
guest preacher on the first Sunday of Lent.  I first came to know Barbara some 
years ago when she was a keynoter and preacher for an annual clergy event I at-
tend.  I am absolutely delighted she has agreed to come and be with us on Febru-
ary 21st. 
 
Barbara was installed this past fall as the Joe R. Engle Professor of Preaching at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City.   Earlier in her career she served 16 years as a parish pastor in New York 
City, as well as campus pastor at Lehman College and New York University.  She has taught preaching 
at Yale Divinity School, Princeton Theological Seminary, Hebrew Union College and in the D. Min. 
program of the Association of Chicago Theological Schools.  In 2007, she served as president of the 
Academy of Homiletics.  Her teaching interests include preaching in partnership with the congregation, 
preaching and social transformation, new forms of preaching and preaching as an integral part of wor-
ship. 
 
In her leadership beyond Union, she is currently serving as the President of the Academy of Homiletics 
and is on the Board of the Lutheran Medical Center in Brooklyn.  Dr. Lundblad is the author of two 
books, Transforming the Stone:  Preaching through Resistance to Change, and most recently, Marking 
Time:  Preaching Biblical Stories in Present Tense.  This recent book is based on the Beecher Lectures 
which she gave at Yale Divinity School. 
 
On February 21st, Barbara will preach on Deuteronomy 6:4-9  and Luke 4:1-13 (the temptations of 
Christ) with her sermon title being:  Not Really a Lonesome Valley.  During a brief Second Hour she 
will help us explore the potentiality of Living a Lively Lent!   
 
As we prepare to journey again with Christ during Lent, I hope you will get off to an incredibly inspir-
ing start by joining in worship and an important time of reflection and learning from 10:00 am to 
Noon on Sunday, February 21st! 
 
See you in church! 

 
 
 
 
 

A REMINDER:  Beginning with the March Meetinghouse Monthly, you have the option of receiv-
ing an electronic version mailed to you.  In lieu of a mailed hard copy of the monthly, please send 
the newsletter to the following person(s) at the corresponding e-mail address(es): 
 
Name:  _____________________________ e-mail:  _____________________________ 
Name:  _____________________________ e-mail:  _____________________________ 
Name:  _____________________________ e-mail:  _____________________________ 
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SUNDAY AFTERNOONS 
LIVE 

 
This year’s magnificent series of Sunday after-
noon musical programs got off to a wonderful 
start in January.  Three more concerts remain.  
On February 14, violinist Susan Hytken and 
pianist Christine Diwyk return to the series 
(their last recital here was in 2006), this time 
joined by French horn player Rheagan Os-
teen.  Their program will consist of two great 
works of chamber music, the “Kreutzer” So-
nata for Violin and Piano of Beethoven and 
Trio for Piano, Violin and Horn, Op. 40, of 
Johannes Brahms. 
 
On February 21 we will welcome the Donald 
Vega Jazz Trio.  Donald Vega’s style and vir-
tuosity on piano, along with his composing 
and arranging, mark him as a unique and ex-
citing presence in the world of jazz.  His 
sound has been said to resonate with a touch 
of Oscar Peterson’s versatility and Bill Evans’ 
elegant lyricism.  The program will include 
jazz standards as well as some of Vega’s origi-
nal compositions. 
 
The series will conclude on February 28 with 
more chamber music, this time by cellist 
Melissa Westgate and pianist Amaryllis Glass.  
Pièces de Concert by François Couperin, 
Cello Sonata No. 3, Op. 69, by Beethoven 
and Sonata for Piano and Cello in D major, 
Op. 58, by Mendelssohn are the three selec-
tions they will present.  Westgate and Glass 
were part of John Hanulik’s Connecticut 
Chamber Soloists who performed here last 
March 1st. 
 
If you know Sunday Afternoons Live, you 
know what a pleasant way this is to spend a 
winter afternoon in our Auditorium, with 
seating at candlelit tables, tea and hot choco-
late served from 3:30 and a top-notch musical 
performance beginning at 4:00.  We’re always 
finished before 5:30.  If you’ve never been, 
plan to come to one of these three wonderful 
programs.  There’s no admission charge.  A 
contribution of $15.00 per person or $25.00 
per family is requested.  See you there! 
 

A MUSICAL GIFT FROM JOHN STANSELL 
 

One of my greatest joys is playing the organ, something that 
often got neglected amid the many pressures of leading the 
music program here.  Among my very favorite organ pieces 
are the Six Sonatas of Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy.  My 
Doctoral Document (1983) at The Juilliard School con-
cerned the interpretation of these pieces, and I had the great 
thrill of recording all six on CD in 1994 on a magnificent 
organ in Frankfurt, Germany.  Before my July 1st retirement 
as your Director of Music/Senior Organist, I would like to 
offer all six to the glory of God and as a gift for our worship 
together as preludes to our Sunday worship over the next 
several months. To share in this gift, you only need to arrive 
at church in time to hear them.  Here is the schedule I in-
tend to follow, along with the duration of each of the pieces: 
 

      February 7    Sonata II     11 minutes 
      March 7    Sonata III     10 minutes 
      April 11   Sonata VI     15 min  utes 
      April 25   Sonata V     8½ minutes 
      May 23    Sonata IV     14 minutes 
      June 27    Sonata I        15 minutes 
  
Remember that we try to end the prelude about a minute 
before the hour.  Also, it’s a good idea to allow a few extra 
minutes to get settled in your place before the music begins.  
May this offering be acceptable to God, and may it prove to 
be a blessing to player and listener alike! 

The Duke University Chorale Is Com-
ing 

 

On Wednesday evening, March 10, at 8:00 pm, we will 
again host the Duke University Chorale under the direction 
of Rodney Wynkoop.  Their last visit was six years ago.  
Many will remember their excellent performance.  Details 
will follow about their program, but you’ll want to save the 
date now. 
 

Meanwhile, it is our responsibility to house the young people 
overnight after the concert.  Mariann Ekernas has agreed to 
coordinate the housing for the 55 singers and she needs to 
hear from volunteers by February 20 to allow time for folks 
at Duke to make the room assignments.  Call Mariann at 
203-661-5890.  She’ll want to know how many and of what 
gender you can accommodate and whether or not there are 
pets in your home.  Your responsibility will be to attend the 
concert, more a treat than a responsibility, take the young 
students to your home, give them breakfast the next morning 
and return them to the church by 8:30 am.  Everyone who 
has done this in the past raves about what a positive experi-
ence it is.  We thank you in advance for helping us out! 
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Hats Off!, our women’s book discus-
sion group is well on its way in the year 
2010.   We welcome new members to our 
lively group and assure you that you 
will enjoy a morning of shared experi-
ences, reactions to the book of the mo-
ment and a delicious morning coffee 
snack.  We meet every Thursday morn-
ing from 10:00 to 11:30 and end our year 
with a flourish in June.   

NEW BIBLE STUDY            
 
Our new study on the Book of Romans will begin on January 31 and February 2.  This study, led by Dan England, will 
take us into the heart of Christian theology.  But don’t be put off by that.  We all have some theological framework -- 
the question is, does it hold together, and more to the point, does it help hold us together.  The time to strengthen your 
faith is not when some tragedy or crisis hits, but now, when there is time to reflect on God’s word together.  Romans is 
hard to read on your own without a guide, but with some clear explanations of Paul’s thinking, it will start to make 
sense to you.  So please join us in our newly configured set up -- easier access, more room -- in the Lounge on Sundays 
or (most) Tuesdays.  Here’s the schedule: 
 
January 31 at 11:15 am and February 2 at 7:30 pm 
February 7 at 11:15 am and February 9 at 7:30 pm 
February 14 at 11:15 am and February 16 at 7:30 pm 
February 21 at 11:15 am and February 23 at 7:30 pm 
March 2 only at 7:30 pm (no Sunday meeting due to youth report on mission trip) 
March 7 at 11:15 am and March 9 at 7:30 pm (On Sun, in addition to the Bible study held in the chapel, there will   
                                                                        be a 2nd hour program by the Wellness Committee in the Lounge.   
                                                                         Dr. Freedman will speak about Acupuncture.) (If you have questions,  
                                                                        call Sue Asselin).  For those who would like to attend both, come to the  
                                                                         Tuesday repeat class. 
March 14 at 11:15 am and March 16 at 7:30 pm 
March 23 only at 7:30 pm (no Sunday meeting due to a guest preacher and a connected 2nd hour that day).  
March 28 only at 11:15 am (Yes, Palm Sunday.  There will be no Tuesday repeat session of this final class on Ro-
mans because of the many services that week. )  If you can’t make the class, remember it will be on the internet as well 
as on CDs that can be signed out from the Church Office.  

Would you like to be an Usher? 
 

Have you ever thought about ushering 
at First Church?  Well, here is your op-
portunity to join the Usher Team and 
make a commitment to serve First 
Church.  Ushering serves an important 
role in Worship and it is a great way to 
meet new people.  There will be a sup-
per on February 22 at 6:30 pm to recog-
nize current ushers and orient new ones.  
You can join us by contacting Bobby 
Littlefield at 967-3341 or bobby-
litt@aol.com.  You will be warmly wel-
comed! 

Ash Wednesday—continued from cover… 
 

Join us at 7:00 pm in the Meetinghouse.  The sermon title will be I Am Tempted.  Observing the season of Lent often 
means that the light of Easter burns brighter because of it.  Come and worship God with us.  
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NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM...         
 
2010 is on the march and so is The Rummage Room!   Good news is here.   February is the shortest month of the 
year... the days are getting longer... soon the Crocus will be peeking out of the ground... Valentine’s Day is upon 
us… and spring clothing will soon be on display in the “Best Little Shoppe in Greenwich.”  Energized by the return 
of better weather and longer days, many people tackle the annual ritual of spring-cleaning, which is a marvelous 
time to make donations to The Rummage Room. 
 
The springtime wish list for donations includes Valentine items, ski clothing (yes, Virginia, there are those who 
want to hold onto the snow as long as possible!), jewelry, resort and spring clothing, children and adult 
bikes, strollers (both regular and for mothers who jog), shoes and unneeded Christmas gifts (a form of re-gifting that 
benefits everyone!). 
 
While you are accumulating your donations, think about donating yourself.  You would love being part of The 
Rummage Room’s success.  Just ask the volunteers who started out to spend a few hours at The Rummage Room 
and are still going strong 40 years later.  How’s that for a testimonial? 
 
The thought for the month:  If there is light in the soul, there will be beauty in the person.  If there is beauty in the per-
son, there will be harmony in the house.  If there is harmony in the house, there will be order in the Nation.  And if there 
is order in the Nation, there will be PEACE IN THE WORLD. 

 
Let a few hours at The Rummage Room add light to your soul! 

 

International Mission Team Trip Scheduled 
 
When:  March 13 – March 21, 2010  
 

Where:  Guatemala (just outside the city of Antigua, Guatemala) 
 

What:  Build a pre-fab home with a family and deliver it to their homesite.  
 

Sponsoring Organization:  Common Hope (www.commonhope.org) 
 

Purpose:  By taking this first step as a team, we will make a small contribution to fight poverty.  Most im-
portantly, we will build our faith together and share our experience with our congregation and others, so 
that we can move beyond the walls of our church and our country and do God’s work. 
 

The experience:  In addition to building the home, we have an opportunity to participate in a variety of 
activities, including observing and helping in the classrooms, accompanying a social worker on visits to the 
villages, landscaping grounds or working in the pharmacy.  Common Hope likes to draw on the special 
skills and talents of the volunteers, so there is a great opportunity to share your gifts and talents.  
 

If you are interested in joining the team traveling to Guatemala, a few more volunteers can be accommo-
dated.  Contact Kathy Fraser at kathyfraser1@gmail.com or 203-637-1060 or Judy Goodchild at 203-637-
0763. 

MISSION 

TEAMS 
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From the Parish Nurse…                                   by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
Your Parish Nurse is available in Room 203 most Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm and Sun-
day mornings after Worship Service.  There are many events coming up to enhance the health of ourselves and 
others in our community, and beyond.  
 

Red Cross Blood Drive - Saturday, February 13, 8:30 am-1:00 pm 
 

Blood drives hosted by FCCOG are a favorite among blood drive connoisseurs.  Sponsored by the Women’s 
Ministries and the Wellness Committee, our drives are well known for our devilled eggs and live piano entertain-
ment.  There are three ways to help: 1) Donate blood, 2) Donate prepared food and 3) Volunteer to play the 
piano. 
 
Donors are urged to give a unit of blood which can save up to three lives in our local hospitals.  If you are 17 or 
older (no upper age limit) and in good health, you are probably eligible.  To assure adequate staffing from the 
blood center in Farmington and to help with a smoother flow of donors, please call 1-800-GIVE LIFE or the 
local Red Cross chapter 203-869-8444 to make an appointment to donate.  And, here’s the secret to a speedy 
donation:  make your appointment for late morning or noontime, after the early morning ‘rush’ is over.  (We 
promise not to run out of food!) 
 
If you can help by bringing prepared food, please call Parish Nurse Sue Asselin at extension 21.  There is also a 
sign-up sheet at Coffee Hours and in the Church Office. 
 
If you can offer an hour of your time to play the piano as a gift to ease the anxiety of blood donors, please call 
Sue Asselin and let her know.  
 
Working together, our church family can make a difference in so many lives. 
 

Heart-Healthy Salad Dressings Cooking Demonstration - Thursday, February 25 12:00 
Noon to 1:15 pm  (inclement weather date - February 26)    
 

Watch and learn as Gavin Pritchard, Registered Dietician from Greenwich Hospital’s Center for Healthy Living, 
demonstrates how to make several heart-healthy salad dressings.  A light lunch of salad will be served so attendees 
can taste all the delectable dressings.  Participants are sure to leave with satisfied appetites and recipes to try at 
home.  Please RSVP to Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse, at extension 21. 
 
 
 

Looking ahead to March... 
 

Sunday, March 7 – Acupuncture Lecture, in the Lounge after Coffee Hour - Learn the many uses of acupuncture 
from our guest speaker:  Dr. Janet Freedman. 
 
Saturday, March 20 – CPR Training 
To get certified or re-certified here at church, speak to Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse, at extension 21.  Find more 
details in next month’s Meetinghouse Monthly.  
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

02/01 Janice Riddell 

02/01 Marilyn Olsson 

02/01 Nicholas Tagliarino 

02/01 Gregory Riddell 

02/01 Sophie Waine 

02/02 C Webb Williams 

02/02 Casey Collins 

02/02 Matthew Restieri 

02/02 Hayden Witmer 

02/02 Kyle Allen 

02/03 Cynthia Cooke 

02/03 Stanley Rawn 

02/03 Elizabeth Baker 

02/03 Matthijs Hoekstra 

02/04 Judson Saviskas 

02/04 John Norrgard 

02/04 Jack Sweger 

02/04 Nancy Pierson 

02/04 Lissa Arnold 

02/04 Clark Shaw 

02/04 Anne Johnson 

02/05 Barbara Crilley 

02/05 Elizabeth Kreuter 

02/05 Karen Taggart 

02/05 David Schrohe 

02/05 Lisa Flanagan 

02/05 Kelly Anne Boles 

02/06 Carolyn Colegrove 

02/06 Nathaniel Willard 

02/06 Kate Bonnell 

02/06 Kelly Dodd 

02/07 Allison Ariyibi 

02/07 Robert Phelps 

02/07 Heather Sahrbeck 

02/07 William Graham 

02/07 Drew Mohn 

02/07 Griffin Penna 

02/08 Peter Scopelliti 

02/09 Michaela S Fossum 

02/09 William Osgood 

02/09 James Dunn 

02/09 Juliet Primo 

02/09 Katherine Sweet 

02/09 Alex Leidy 

02/09 Haley Norrgard 

02/09 Chloe Kimberlin 

02/10 Leon McKenzie 

02/10 Dr Brenda Stiers 

02/10 Cheryl Osgood 

02/10 Allison Whittemore 

02/10 David Scopelliti 

02/10 Laura Moore 

02/10 Jordan Reiss 

02/10 Chris Hallowell 

02/10 Matthew Thomas 

02/11 Lynn Robertson 

02/11 Sally MacDougall 

02/11 Valeri Primo 

02/11 Matthew Pruner 

02/12 Janet Sotzing 

02/12 Rebecca Jewett 

02/12 Matthew Shattuck 

02/12 Kristen Morris 

02/12 Tanner De Mott 

02/13 Rev Sarah-Anne  

             Colegrove 

02/13 Elizabeth Olson 

02/13 Thalia Anderen 

02/13 Britt Carnegie 

02/13 Dylan Rose 

02/14 Mario Lotufo 

02/14 Dawn Hewitt 

02/14 Edward Thomas 

02/15 Jeanne Boyer 

02/15 Christian Burns 

02/15 Caryn Jacoby 

02/15 Andrew Scrivan 

02/15 Julia Blandori 

02/15 Sarah Cioffari 

02/15 Joseph Claps 

02/15 Olivia Pfetsch 

02/16 Andrew Hanson 

02/16 Paola Ryckman 

02/16 Courtney Griffin 

02/16 Shaw Speer 

02/16 Patrick Condon 

02/17 Matthew Hoster 

02/17 Emma Nicole Kirchner 

02/18 Mark Mohn 

02/18 Melinda May 

02/18 Alexander Dadzis 

02/18 Tom Grunow 

02/19 Richard Derr 

02/19 Lisa Norrgard Miller 

02/20 Virginia Low 

02/20 Janet Savage 

02/20 Andrew Wall 

02/20 Spencer Goh 

02/20 Lindsay Allen 

02/21 Betty Sleath 

02/21 Jefferson Watkins 

02/21 Katharine Derr 

02/21 Charles MacDougall 

02/22 Frank Quinn 

02/22 Brian Smith 

02/23 Jane Yates 

02/23 William Boles 

02/23 Gary Lico 

02/23 Katherine Scrivan 

02/23 Samantha Stone 

02/23 Taylor Ingraham 

02/24 Sallie Williams 

02/24 Jean Simpson 

02/24 Louis Paris 

02/24 Robert Small 

02/24 Daniel Wurst 

02/25 Joan Osgood 

02/25 Michelle Young 

02/25 Rebecca Marlowe 

02/25 Becki Burdick 

02/25 Carly Jenkins 

02/26 Michael Lamie 

02/26 Juliette Brindak 

02/26 Arthur Berman 

02/26 Brandon DelCristo 

02/27 Barbara Trepanier 

02/27 Rick Borman 

02/27 Megan Shattuck 

02/27 Sophie DeLeo 

02/27 Kylie Schneider 

02/28 Peter Benedict 

02/28 Brooks Hall Edwards 

LIFE EVENTS 
 

Deaths: Robert Arthur Benoit—January 1 
   
                             

The deadline for submitting 
material for the  

March Meetinghouse Monthly  
is February 15.            

Please leave material in the  
Communications mailbox in the 

Church Office or  
email directly to terryf@fccog.org.  
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David D. Young, dyoung@fccog.org 
Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Minister of Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 
Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music/Senior Organist:  Dr. John Stansell, drjohn@fccog.org 
Associate Organist/Director:  Terence J. Flanagan, terryf@fccog.org 
Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 
Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 
Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

 

The Church Offices will be closed Monday, February 15 for President’s Day.  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Sunday, May 2 
Fifth Year  

Anniversary 
All Church Brunch 

for 
David Young 

Join us for Worship at  
The First Congregational Church 

 

Please join us on Sundays as we continue our  
Winter Sermon Series entitled: 

 

Back to Basics:  Needs vs. Wants 
 
 

 
 

There are many opportunities  
for adults as well as children  

to participate in the  
life of the Church. 

 
 

 Daniel and Catherine Lepoutre at a  
 church dinner 

 

                   Back South window in the Meetinghouse              

The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM Radio.  In addition, the service is available through the church’s website, 
www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as well as a link to the live broadcast.  Previous sermons may also be found there.  


