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oral excellence comes about as a result of habit.  We 
become just by doing just acts, temperate by doing 

temperate acts, brave by doing brave acts.” -  Aristotle.  When you 
pray, do you pray openly, praying right from your heart?  Do you 
wordsmith to ensure that your prayer is just right?  Do you worry 
that your prayer isn’t good enough?  Do you pray at all?  Today, we 
will hear two different scripture stories about prayer.  As you prepare 
for worship, consider your own prayer life.  Bravely we come before 
God to pray, to sing, to share, to worship. 

 
“M 

 
 
      

 
 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
*All who are able please stand 

‡Seating of latecomers 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                        Mark Swicegood, organ 
Prelude and Fugue in C Minor                       Felix Mendelssohn 
 
 

CALL TO COMMUNITY                             Rev. Mark D. Montgomery  
Please sign and pass the red book.  

 
 

PRAISING GOD 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
 

*‡OPENING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 15 
  
OPENING PRAYER   (In Unison)  
 O God, we boldly ask that you be with us now.  We wonder,  
  however, if this is the ‘right’ prayer.  We learn from   



 scripture that you are always with us, so our faith would tell  
 us that you are here even now, without our invitation.   
 So, instead, we pray for ourselves and for each other, that we  
  would be open to you and your presence among us.  We  
  pray that we would know you more clearly by our time  
  spent together this morning.  We pray that we worry less  
  about our prayer being ‘right’ and more about it being  
  sincere. 
 God who is with us, be known to us even now.  Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSING TO GOD 
 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  

 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Sometimes we perceive it as easier to go it alone, to not open 

ourselves to you.  We can claim our success is the result of our 
independence, rather than the result of your partnership with 
us.  We can write off our failures as a result of a chaotic 
cosmos rather than seize our moments of need to find refuge 
in You.   

Oh God, you are our Creator.  You know us well.  Encourage us 
to open ourselves to you.  Allow us to bring the best and 
worst of who we are.   
 
 

LORD'S PRAYER  
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil:  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 



‡Congregational Response 
Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 

 
HEARING GOD'S WORD 

 
 
FIRST LESSON  Jessica Aselin 

Genesis 18:20-32 
 

hen the Lord said, ‘How great is the outcry against Sodom 
and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin!  I must go 

down and see whether they have done altogether according to the 
outcry that has come to me;  and if not, I will know.’  

 T
 
 So the men turned from there, and went towards Sodom, while 

Abraham remained standing before the Lord.  Then Abraham 
came near and said, ‘Will you indeed sweep away the righteous 
with the wicked?  Suppose there are fifty righteous within the 
city;  will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the 
fifty righteous who are in it?  Far be it from you to do such a 
thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous 
fare as the wicked!  Far be that from you!  Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do what is just?’  And the Lord said, ‘If I find at 
Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place 
for their sake.’  Abraham answered, ‘Let me take it upon myself to 
speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes.  Suppose five of 
the fifty righteous are lacking?  Will you destroy the whole city 
for lack of five?’  And he said, ‘I will not destroy it if I find forty-
five there.’  Again he spoke to him, ‘Suppose forty are found 
there.’  He answered, ‘For the sake of forty I will not do it.’  Then 
he said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak.  Suppose 
thirty are found there.’  He answered, ‘I will not do it, if I find 
thirty there.’  He said, ‘Let me take it upon myself to speak to the 
Lord.  Suppose twenty are found there.’  He answered, ‘For the 
sake of twenty I will not destroy it.’  Then he said, ‘Oh do not let 
the Lord be angry if I speak just once more.  Suppose ten are 
found there.’  He answered, ‘For the sake of ten I will not destroy 
it.’ 

 



 
SCRIPTURE ANTHEM        The Summer Choir 

Thou Art God           Lionel Bourne 
 

Thou art the peace of all things calm, 
Thou art the place to hide from harm, 
Thou art the light that shines in dark,  
Thou art the heart’s eternal spark,  
 
Thou art the door that’s open wide,  
Thou art the guest who waits inside,  
Thou art the stranger at the door,  
Thou art the calling of the poor. 
 
Thou art my Lord and with me still, 
Thou art my love, keep me from ill,  
Thou art the light, the truth, the way,  
Thou art my Savior this very day. 

Text by David Adam 
 
 
SECOND LESSON Shawn Aselin 

 
Luke 11:1-13 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, 
one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as 
John taught his disciples.’  He said to them, ‘When you pray, 
say: 

Father, hallowed be your name. 

   Your kingdom come. 

   Give us each day our daily bread. 

   And forgive us our sins, 

   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

   And do not bring us to the time of trial.’ 



 

Perseverance in Prayer 

And he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend, and 
you go to him at midnight and say to him, “Friend, lend me 
three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I 
have nothing to set before him.”  And he answers from 
within, “Do not bother me;  the door has already been 
locked, and my children are with me in bed;  I cannot get up 
and give you anything.”  I tell you, even though he will not 
get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least 
because of his persistence he will get up and give him 
whatever he needs. 

 

‘So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you;  search, and 
you will find;  knock, and the door will be opened for you.  
For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches 
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.  
Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, 
will give a snake instead of a fish?  Or if the child asks for an 
egg, will give a scorpion?  If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!’ 

 

As the hymn begins, the children will go with Rosemary Lamie and Sue 
Asselin to the Undercroft for Summer Church School. 

 

*‡HYMN    
    Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ  New Century (black) Hymnal 520 
 
  
SERMON       Brave Enough to Pray Rev. Mark D. Montgomery 
 
 
 



RESPONDING TO GOD 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   

You O God, are supreme and holy. 
You create our world and give us life.  
Your purpose overarches everything we do. 
You have always been with us. 
You are God. 
 
You, O God, are infinitely generous, 
good beyond measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved  
your love to us in Jesus Christ, 
who lived and died and rose again. 
You are with us now. 
You are God. 
 
You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
 
You are our God. We worship you. 

 
 

*Gloria   New Century (black) Hymnal 754 
Glory to God the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  Amen. 

 
CALL TO PASTORAL PRAYER             Rev. Daniel B. England 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
 
CALL TO OFFERING  
 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM   The Summer Choir  
 The Prayers I Make              Jane Marshall  



 
 
*Doxology                               New Century (black) Hymnal 776 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures 
here below; Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; One God, Triune, whom 
we adore.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD  
 
 
*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
 I Look to You in Every Need New Century (black) Hymnal 463 
 
 
*CLOSING SENTENCES 
Leader:  O God we pray to You 
People:  Bravely asking for that which we need 
Leader:  O God we pray to You 
People:  Humbly accepting the grace You freely give to us. 
 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
 
POSTLUDE   
 Little Fugue in G Minor     Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
 
 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, 
leadership and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us 
as children of God.  We continue to give thanks for God's guidance 
in our journey of faith. 



 
 
We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday in the 
Preschool area.  Your children are always welcome for the entire 
service or for a respite time if needed.  Please see an usher if you need 
directions. 
 
 
The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 
AM Radio.  In addition, the service is available through the church’s 
website, www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as well as a 
link to the live broadcast.  Previous sermons may also be found there. 
 
 
Calendar                                                                                            
TODAY 
 
Church School  
Today is the last summer church school class and it is presented by 
our Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin.  
 
Bible Study 
Join us today at 11:15 in the Lounge for a showing of the Bruce 
Metzger video on Revelation.  This is a great review of the book if 
you came to the series and a wonderful introduction if you missed it.  
So join us – you wouldn’t want to miss the end of the world twice. 
 
Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN is available in room 203, after the Worship Service.  
Stop in to have your blood pressure checked or discuss any health 
concerns. 
 
 
NEWS AND NOTICES 
 
Church Office Summer Hours  
First Church weekday office hours will be 9am to 3pm until 
September 7.  Volunteer receptionists will be on duty during those 

http://www.fccog.org/


hours.  Of course, you can leave a voicemail message at any time of 
day or night.  
 
Summer Beach Services 
These services begin at 8 am at Tod’s Point every Sunday of the 
summer  except August 1st.  There is NO beach service on August 
1st due to the triathlon.  See our website, www.fccog.org, for more 
information. 
 
Join the Summer Choir 
There’s no weeknight rehearsal during the summer.  Rather, the choir 
meets Sunday mornings for a 9:00 am warm-up and rehearsal in the 
Meetinghouse.  Adults and youth are welcome.  It’s a great time to 
see if choir is right for you.  You can even come just to the rehearsal, 
if you feel you’re not quite “ready for prime time.”  As much as is 
possible during this time of music-staff transition, scores for the next 
week’s anthems will be found on the cabinet outside the Choir Room 
on the third floor, and learning files to help singers with their parts 
will be found on the website, www.fccog.org under Music/Choir 
Learning Files. 
 
Women's Fellowship Summer Tai Chi Classes 
 Just a reminder that Tai Chi with Luis Duarte will be held on 
Thursdays (only) at 8:30 am in July and August.  The July session is 
$35 for five classes--(only $7 a class).  There are wonderful varieties of 
exercises.  Come join this special group and bring along friends.  You 
do not have to be a member of the church to join in.  See you on 
Thursday!  
 
Food Collection  
A reminder that the Food Collection Barrel will remain in the back of 
the Meetinghouse throughout each month, to encourage month-
round contributions. 
 
A Food Collection Bin will be available at the Beach Services as well 
to encourage our Beach Service Attendees to remember the hungry.     
 
Nights Off 
Due to popular request, Nights Off, the Women's Fellowship's 
evening group, will meet at Greenwich Point (in the picnic area on 

http://www.fccog.org/
http://www.fccog.org/


the path beyond the Chimes Building) on July 26th, around 6 pm.  If 
there is a chance of rain, please contact Lucy Hedrick at (203) 637-
1051 to confirm a change in venue (her house) or if you do not have 
a beach pass and need access to Greenwich Point.  Bring a beverage 
and a snack to share. 
 
Rummage Room News: 
Monday, July 26th through Wednesday, July 28th - 50% off all 
merchandise - 10:00am to 5:00pm 
Thursday, July 29th -Bag Sales @ $12 per bag - 10:00am to 5:00pm  
 Friday, July 30th – Notice: Final Day of Bag Sales@ $2 per bag - 
10:00am - 1:00pm 
The Rummage Room will be closed Saturday, July 31st 
Monday, August 30th – Opening Day with all “New” Merchandise 
- 10:00am - 5:00pm 
Wednesday, September 1st - Begin taking-in donations - 10:00am to 
5:00pm 
Wish List:  Double and single strollers - girl's bike - Cuisinart coffee 
maker - bric-a-brac - children's golf clubs - jewelry - handbags - 
DVDs - musical instruments.  Manager Maria Drieghe asks that you 
do not bring donations of winter goods this last week before closing. 
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE DONATIONS AT THE RUMMAGE 
ROOM DURING CLOSED MONTH OF AUGUST.  
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