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Celebrating Founder’s Day 
 



 
elcome to this Service of Worship at First Congregational 
Church on this summer Sunday.  Today we celebrate 

Founder’s Day and a special Service of Call.  May all the moods, 
moments and movements of this liturgy be part of your equipping for 
the life of faith in this new week now upon us.  In the words of the 
French Physician Paul Tournier: 

W

 
“God calls each of us in secret to make certain sacrifices which always 
involve a risk, even though it may differ from person to person.” 
 
Our candidate in the pulpit this morning is the Reverend Susan 
Murtha.  Susan is a native of Wethersfield, Connecticut.  She earned 
her Masters of Divinity from Andover Newton Theological School 
located in Newton Centre, MA.   Ordained in the United Church of 
Christ, Susan has served three diverse Congregational churches in 
Connecticut.  She is currently serving as the Associate Pastor at our 
UCC church in Guilford and prior to that in urban Manchester and 
rural Woodstock. She brings experience with all aspects of church life 
and leadership, including preaching, pastoral care, youth ministry, 
Christian education, mission, stewardship and evangelism.  Susan is 
blessed with a 25-year-old son, Simon Murtha-Smith, who lives and 
works in New York City.  Susan is being recommended by the Search 
Committee as our Associate Pastor for Christian Education.  
Immediately following our 10 am service, there will be a special 
meeting to act on the Search Committee’s recommendation.  A 
reception will follow in the Memory Garden (weather permitting) to 
greet and welcome Susan. 
 
      

 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

*All who are able please stand 
‡Seating of latecomers 

 
 

PRELUDE Ben McCormack, organ 
  
 

CALL TO COMMUNITY Rev. Dr. David D. Young 
Please sign and pass the red book.  



PROCLAMATION Peter Tesei, 
First Selectman of the Town of Greenwich 

 
PRAISING GOD 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

*‡OPENING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
God is Here!  As We Your People Meet  

New Century (black) Hymnal 70  
 

OPENING PRAYER   (In Unison) 
God Almighty, Eternal, Righteous, and Merciful, 
 give us to do for your sake all that 
 we know of your will, and 
to will always what pleases you, 
 so that inwardly purified, enlightened, and  
 kindled by the fire of the Holy Spirit, 
we may follow in the footprints of your well- 

beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
St. Francis of Assisi 

 
CONFESSING TO GOD 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION    Rev. Mark D. Montgomery 

  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (in unison) 

Lord of life and giver of time, we confess that when summertime 
settles in we are drawn to sitting back and doing very little. 

The temptation is there to just let the world go by for a little 
while. 

Lord, may our time of rest this summer not be a time of 
vegetating and wasting away, rather may it be a time of 
deepening our relationship with you and restoring our 
energies for service. 

Renewed Spirit of all life, as the summer unfolds, strengthen our 
hands and feet to further your work and to walk in your way. 

With your fire, melt our hardness of heart and illumine our path 
and help us to live a new life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who taught us to pray…. 



 
LORD'S PRAYER  
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil:  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
‡Congregational Response 

Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 

HEARING GOD'S WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON                 Olivia Hartwell 
Psalm 51:6-12 

ou desire truth in the inward being; 
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
 Y

   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  
Let me hear joy and gladness; 
   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.  
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
   and put a new and right spirit within me.  
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
   and do not take your holy spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
   and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
 

SCRIPTURE ANTHEM         The Summer Choir 
Teach Me O Lord                   Thomas Atwood 

 Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes;  
 and I shall keep it unto the end.  Psalm 119:33 
 
  



SECOND LESSON Sue McCalley 
 

John 3:1-9 
 

ow there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of 
the Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and said to him, 

‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.’  Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.’  Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born 
after having grown old?  Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?’  Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 
born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be astonished 
that I said to you, “You must be born from above.”  The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’  Nicodemus 
said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ 

N 

 
 

*‡HYMN    
Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness         New Century (black) Hymnal 286 

 
 
SERMON           Safer in the Spirit  Rev. Susan Murtha  
 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

We believe in God, the Creator Spirit,  
who moved upon the face of the deep at the beginning of 
creation, who created all that is, and who spoke through the 
prophets of old. 

We believe in Jesus Christ,  
into whom God’s Spirit was poured in fullness and in power, 
that the whole creation might be restored and unified; and 



who promised that the Spirit would come and fill the faithful 
with power to witness to the mighty love of God. 

We wait on that Spirit today with longing hearts, seeking to be 
empowered to witness to God’s love in Christ, with fresh 
words and courageous actions of love and hope. 

Glory be to God – Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit –  
now and always.  Amen. 

     
                                                                                  

*Gloria   New Century (black) Hymnal 754 
Glory to God the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  Amen. 

 
 
CALL TO PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
 
CALL TO OFFERING  
 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM   The Summer Choir  

Let Us Now Praise Famous Men       Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 
 
*Doxology  New Century (black) Hymnal 776 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures 
here below; Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; One God, Triune, whom 
we adore.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD  
 
*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION 

(see the next page for the words and music) 



 



*CLOSING SENTENCES 
Leader:  The message of the Bible is… 
 that into the confusion of our world, with its divisions and 

hatred, has come a message of transforming peace. 
People:  And those who believe it will experience within themselves 

the power that makes for reconciliation and peace on earth. 
Leader:  The word of God … penetrating our inmost being is more than 

a communication of light. 
People:  It is a new birth, the beginning of a new being. 

Thomas Merton 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
 
POSTLUDE   
       
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 
 
 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, 
leadership and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us 
as children of God.  We continue to give thanks for God's guidance 
in our journey of faith. 
 
We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday in the 
Preschool area.  Your children are always welcome for the entire 
service or for a respite time if needed.  Please see an usher if you need 
directions. 
 
The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 
AM Radio.  In addition, the service is available through the church’s 
website, www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as well as a 
link to the live broadcast.  Previous sermons are also there. 
 

http://www.fccog.org/


The photo on the front cover is from the bottom of the first stained 
glass window in the chapel of our church, the 1640 Window.  It 
shows the landing in 1640 of the first settlers of Greenwich.  
 
 
Calendar                                                                                            
TODAY 
 
Blood Pressure Screening 
A member of the Wellness Committee is available to check blood 
pressures in room 203 following the Worship Service. 
 
Church School  
There will be no church school class today so Rosemary and our 
children can hear Pastor Murtha's Sermon of Call. However, there is 
Child Care. So if your child needs not to be in the Meetinghouse 
during the service, they may go to the Blue Door classroom in the 
preschool. There will be one more summer church school class next 
Sunday, July 25, with our Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin. 
 
Call to Service and Founder’s Day  
Please join us for coffee hour after the service where we will serve cake 
and fruit to celebrate this special combined occasion.  Copies of “The 
First 300 Years” books, which tell the history of our church, will be 
given away for free. 
 
 
NEWS AND NOTICES 
 
Church Office Summer Hours  
First Church weekday office hours until September 7 will be 9am to 
3pm.  Volunteer receptionists will be on duty during those hours.  Of 
course, you can leave a voicemail message at any time of day or night.  
 
Summer Beach Services 
These services begin at 8 am at Tod’s Point every Sunday of the 
summer except August 1st.  See our website, www.fccog.org, for 
more information. 
 
 

http://www.fccog.org/


Women's Fellowship Summer Tai Chi Classes 
 Just a reminder that Tai Chi with Luis Duarte will be held on 
Thursdays (only) at 8:30 am in July and August.  The July session is 
$35 for five classes--(only $7 a class).  There are wonderful varieties of 
exercises.  Come join this special group and bring along friends.  You 
do not have to be a member of the church to join in.  See you on 
Thursday!  
 
Join the Summer Choir 
There’s no weeknight rehearsal during the summer.  Rather, the choir 
meets Sunday mornings for a 9:00 am warm-up and rehearsal in the 
Meetinghouse.  Adults and youth are welcome.  It’s a great time to 
see if choir is right for you.  You can even come just to the rehearsal, 
if you feel you’re not quite “ready for prime time.”  As much as is 
possible during this time of music-staff transition, scores for the next 
week’s anthems will be found on the cabinet outside the Choir Room 
on the third floor, and learning files to help singers with their parts 
will be found on the website, www.fccog.org under Music/Choir 
Learning Files. 
 
Food Collection  
A reminder that the Food Collection Barrel will remain in the back of 
the Meetinghouse throughout each month, to encourage month-
round contributions. 
 
A Food Collection Bin will be available at the Beach Services as well 
to encourage our Beach Service Attendees to remember the hungry.     
 
Nights Off 
Due to popular request, Nights Off, the Women's Fellowship's 
evening group, will meet at Greenwich Point (in the picnic area on 
the path beyond the Chimes Building) on July 26th, around 6 pm.  If 
there is a chance of rain, please contact Lucy Hedrick at (203) 637-
1051 to confirm a change in venue (her house) or if you do not have 
a beach pass and need access to Greenwich Point.  Bring a beverage 
and a snack to share. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fccog.org/


Bible Study 
On July 25th at 11:15, we will gather in the Lounge for a showing of 
the Bruce Metzger video on Revelation.  This is a great review of the 
book if you came to the series and a wonderful introduction if you 
missed it.  So join us – you wouldn’t want to miss the end of the 
world twice. 
 

Rummage Room News and Wish List: 
Girl's bike for an 8 year old - Double stroller - Single Stroller - 
Cuisinart Coffee maker - Bric-a-brac - and Children's Golf Clubs.  
Even though the deadline for donations was Saturday, July 17th, 
Manager Marie Drieghe is asking for much needed jewelry, 
handbags, DVDs, and musical instruments for Opening Day.  Please 
do not bring donations of winter clothes or winter related items 
until the Rummage Room resumes donations on Tuesday, August 
31st.   OPENING DAY IS MONDAY, AUGUST 30th...you will 
want to be there!  PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE DONATIONS 
OUTSIDE while the shop is closed (from August 1 to August 29). 
 

Special thanks to the Associate Pastor Search Committee 
Beth Press – Chair 
Mary Ann Assing 
B. J. Savin 
Chris Hartwell 
Jenny Lepoutre 
Prill Meyer 
Cara Olmsted 

 

April Condon 
George Thalheim 
 
Ex. Officio 
Lynn O’Gorman – Senior Deacon 
David Young 

New Director of Publications 
We extend our gratitude to Pat Larrabee for being our interim 
Director of Publications.  And we are pleased to announce that Barb 
Wilkov will be our new Director of Publications beginning this week. 
   
Most recently Barb worked as the Marketing and Advertising 
Director for The Modern Estate Magazine.  Barb has worked for the 
American Heart Association and been a teacher at the Convent of the 
Sacred Heart.  She is no stranger to our church as she serves on the 
Board of Directors of the Acting Company of Greenwich which 
holds forth here on a regular basis.  Please take a moment to thank 
Pat and when you have a chance to welcome Barb. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, Connecticut, 06870 
203-637-1791 

www.fccog.org                                    
 
Ministers:  Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich  
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David D. Young 
Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery 
Minister of Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England 
Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester 
Interim Director of Music:  Mark Swicegood 
Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister 
Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN 
Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 
Director of Music Emeritus:  Dr. John Stansell 
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