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elcome to this Service of Worship at The First Congregational 
Church as the new year begins and we share in the afterglow of the 

Christmas event.  May the songs that are sung, the prayers in which we 
share, communion, and our common aspiration be a source of strength, 
seeing and renewal for all of us in the days and years before us. 

W

 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

*All who are able please stand 
‡Seating of latecomers 

 
 

PRELUDE Terence J. Flanagan, organ 
The old year now hath passed away, BWV 614 
 Johann Sebastian Bach  
 

CALL TO COMMUNITY Rev. Daniel B. England 
Please sign and pass the red book.  

 
PRAISING GOD 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
*‡OPENING HYMN AND PROCESSION 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 129 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord of life,  

the old year has expended her energies  
and we are again met by unknown tomorrows;  

draw near to our lives  
in this time of sharing around Christ’s table  

that we might be prepared  
for the surprise of your presence  

and your gift of newness  
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
CONFESSING TO GOD 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O God, we confess at this time of beginnings that we are a people  

of hesitancy and hope, of calculation and caring. 
…You have prompted us in the journey of the Wise Men  

to travel hopefully, while we remain fearful of choosing the 
wrong road. 

…You have shared with us in the simplicity of bread and wine  
your caring for this world of your creation, but we find that 
word hard to believe and receive. 

Forgive us in this period of entering a new moment in time  
for having a faith and fearing to live it,  
for seeing the Star and setting our sights on the  

near horizon for our sense of direction,  
for we would return to our routines by another way this year, 
and we pray our common prayer together… 

 
LORD'S PRAYER  
      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil:  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
‡Congregational Response  
 (verse 1 of Joy to the World!  The Lord Is Come) 

Joy to the world!  the Lord is come:  
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

As the response begins, the Church School children and teachers will leave for 
their classrooms.  Children in second grade and older will leave independently.  
Children in kindergarten and first graders will meet their teachers at the back of 
the Meetinghouse (Narthex) and will go to their classrooms as a group.  It is not 
necessary for parents to accompany their children because there are Hall Helpers 
to guide anyone who needs help. 



HEARING GOD'S WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON  Sue McCalley 

Psalm 147:12-20 

raise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 
   Praise your God, O Zion!  

For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 
   he blesses your children within you.  
He grants peace within your borders; 
   he fills you with the finest of wheat.  
He sends out his command to the earth; 
   his word runs swiftly.  
He gives snow like wool; 
   he scatters frost like ashes.  
He hurls down hail like crumbs— 
   who can stand before his cold?  
He sends out his word, and melts them; 
   he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow.  
He declares his word to Jacob, 
   his statutes and ordinances to Israel.  
He has not dealt thus with any other nation; 
   they do not know his ordinances. 
Praise the LORD! 

P

 
SCRIPTURE ANTHEM The Chancel Choir   

A Child My Choice    Richard Dirksen 
Let folly praise that fancy loves, I praise and love that Child  
Whose heart no thought, whose tongue no word, whose hand no deed  

defiled. 
I praise him most, I love him best, all praise and love is his; 
While him I love, in him I live, and cannot live amiss. 
 

Love’s sweetest mark, laud’s highest theme, man’s most desired light, 
To love him life, to leave him death, to live in him delight. 
He mine by gift, I his by debt, thus each to other due, 
First friend he was, best friend he is, all times will try him true. 
 

Though young, yet wise, though small, yet strong; though man, yet God  
he is; 

As wise he knows, as strong he can, as God he loves to bliss. 
His knowledge rules, his strength defends, his love doth cherish all; 
His birth our joy, his life our light, his death our end of thrall. 
 



Alas! he weeps, he sighs, he pants, yet do his angels sing; 
Out of his tears, his sighs and throbs, doth bud a joyful spring. 
Almighty Babe, whose tender arms can force all foes to fly, 
Correct my faults, protect my life, direct me when I die!  Amen. 

 
SECOND LESSON  

John 1:1-18 

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God. 

All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

I

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world.  

He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him.  He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth.  (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because 
he was before me.’ ”)  From his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace.  The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen God.  It is 
God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has 
made him known.  
 

*‡HYMN   
Of the Father’s Love Begotten Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 111 
   

SERMON       Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
 Rev. Dr. David D. Young 



 
RESPONDING TO GOD 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   

In the midst of wondering doubt and faithful hope you are God-
with-us. 
We are perplexed at the ways you choose to come to us: 

Not in wind, earthquake or fire, but in the sound of sheer 
silence. 
Not with armies, procession or shows of splendor, but with 
an ordinary baby in a dark, dank stable. 

We do not quite comprehend how power and might  
can be contained in stillness or clothed in fragile flesh. 

We do not know how  
but mystery has been given form and wisdom has come to life 
in human birth. 

Flesh has become sacred. 
In the midst of our questions, we come with hungry hearts to 
meet you. 
Oh, God you are not what we expected. 
Christ has come!  Let your love reign! 
 

(adapted from Virginia Rickman’s The Well is Deep) 
 

*Christmas Gloria   (refrain from Angels We Have Heard on High) 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
CALL TO OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  The Chancel Choir   

Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year    Alfred Fedak 
Text and tune are found at New Century Hymnal 431. 
  

*Christmas Response  (verse 3 of As With Gladness Men of Old) 
As they offered gifts most rare,  
At the manger rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy,  
Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring,  
Christ to thee, our heavenly King. 

 



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER  (seated)   
 
Prayer of Consecration 
 
 
Serving of the Bread and Cup 

In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread as it is 
served, remembering our individual uniqueness in the eyes of God 
and our diversity within the Body of Christ.  Let us hold the cup 
until all have been served, remembering our oneness with God and 
our unity in the Body of Christ. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Since, dear God, in this place, at this table, we have touched, we 
have tasted, and we have heard the signs of your love for us, grant 
that we may go away from this house filled with our love for you 
and overflowing with your love for those who are around us and 
who share our lives.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Savior.  Amen. 

 
GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD 

 
*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION   

The First Nowell   Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 141 
 

*CLOSING SENTENCES 
Leader:  We have shared yet again the Christmas message. 
People:  Christ is born!  God is revealed! 
Leader:  God is alive in the ordinary humanness of simple people in poor  

 circumstances. 
People:  God is alive in our ordinary humanness, in our simple lives. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE   

In Thee is Gladness, BWV 615   J.S. Bach 



 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open 
and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership and 
employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God's guidance in our journey of faith. 
 

We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday in the  
Preschool area.  Your children are always welcome for the entire service or 
for a respite time if needed.  Please see an usher if you need directions. 
 

The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM 
Radio.  In addition, the service is available through the church’s website,  
www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as well as a link to the live 
broadcast.  Previous sermons may also be found there. 
 
Calendar                                                                                            
TODAY 
 

Church School  
Church School classes resume today.  We meet every Sunday in January 
EXCEPT January 17 when we will worship together for the entire service. 
 

Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN is available in Room 203 after the Worship Service.  Stop 
in to have your blood pressure checked or discuss any health concerns. 
 

Cherub Choir rehearses today in Room 104 from 11:15 to 11:45 am. 
 

Youth Choir rehearses today in the Choir Room from 11:15 am to  
12:15 pm. 
 

SPF / Senior Pilgrim Fellowship, 9-12 grades, meets in Room 103 from 
7:00 to 8:00 pm. 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
THIS WEEK 
 

JPF / Junior Pilgrim Fellowship, 6-8 grades, meets on Tuesday in Room 
103 from 6:00 to 7:15 pm. 
 

Tai Chi 
Tai Chi classes will resume on Wednesday, January 6 at 8:00 am and 
Thursday, January 7 at 9:00 am.  The January session will run for four 
classes.  The fee is $28.00.  If you are brand new to Tai Chi, this session is a 
very good time to start.  We look forward to seeing you.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Prill Meyer at 203-637-4214. 
 

http://www.fccog.org/


The Children’s Choir rehearses on Wednesday from 5:00 to 6:00 pm in the 
Choir Room followed by pizza in Room 303. 
 

The Palmer Handbells rehearse on Thursday evening from 6:15 to 7:15 
pm in the Meetinghouse. 
 

Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursday evening from 7:30 to 9:00 pm in the 
Choir Room.  
 

__________________________________________________________ 
NEWS AND NOTICES 
 

Bible Study - 2010 
The popular Bible Studies will continue later this month with Paul’s letter 
to the Romans, a weighty treatise to be sure, but not impossible.  This is the 
book that dawned so brilliantly on Martin Luther and was the foundation 
of the Protestant Reformation.  It is the summary of all that God revealed 
to Paul about the meaning of Jesus’ life and ministry and the truths that 
impelled early Christians to tell the gospel to the whole world.  For modern 
Christians, it gives grounding and content to our faith and will move us 
beyond a mere vague emotional connection to the church and to God.  Be 
sure to be a part of this series.  Also… new to the church’s web page are 
recordings of Dan England’s Bible Studies (well, most of them anyway) 
beginning with the Genesis study that started in the fall.  There are also 
CDs of each session available for loan in the Church Office.   
 

Boxed sets of Contribution Envelopes for 2010 will be available in the 
Auditorium during Coffee Hour each Sunday in January.  If you requested 
a set on your 2010 Pledge Card, please stop by and help the church save on 
postage. 
 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Sunday Afternoons Live is a series of chamber music, vocal, 
piano and jazz concerts held in the Auditorium during the months of 
January and February.  The audience is seated at candlelit tables, 
creating a comfortable atmosphere.  Hot chocolate, tea and cookies 
are served from 3:30 pm and the performances begin at 4:00, 
concluding between 5:15 and 5:30 pm.  There is no admission 
charge, but a donation of $15.00 per person or $25.00 per family is 
requested from those who are able to contribute. 
 

2010 Schedule 
 

    January     3       Andrew Armstrong, piano  
January   10       Ed Wright, guitar 

 January   17       No performance 
 January   24       Eric Comstock and Barbara Fasano,  

cabaret duo 
 January   31       Mauro Bertoli, piano 
 February   7           No performance 
 February 14       Susan Hytken, violin, Rheagan Osteen,  

horn, Christine Diwyk, piano 
February 21       Donald Vega Jazz Trio 

            February 28 Melissa Westgate, cello, Amaryllis Glass,  
piano 
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Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister 
Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN 
Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 


	The Second Sunday after Christmas
	3 January 2010
	The First Congregational Church of Greenwich

