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Benjamin Britten’s  
 

Noye’s Fludde 
 

will be presented  
November 14 at 7:30 pm,  

November 15 at  
10:00 am and 4:00 pm.  

See information inside about the 
October 4 Rallye. 

Hump Day Has Never Looked So Good 
 
On October 28, FCCOG will offer a great new opportunity for all 
ages, families, singles, men, women, children… in other words, for eve-
ryone in our congregation!  Welcome to Wonderful Wednesdays!  
Wonderful Wednesdays begin at 6:00 pm with a simple dinner pro-
vided by the Parish Life Committee followed by exciting opportunities 
for learning, playing, creating and sharing.  Each Wonderful Wednes-
day will have different options, but for the first one, you can choose 
from what is listed on the back cover. 

MAKE A  
POSITIVE  
DIFFERENCE 
IN THE  

 

WORLD AND IN OUR 
COMMUNITY 

 

BECOME A PART OF ONE OF THE 
MISSION TEAMS LISTED ON PAGES  
2 AND 3 
 

Look for the logo during our Mission 
Team Fair in the Auditorium on No-
vember 1, 8 and 15.  There is a place 
for you to serve God through service to 
others. 

 

MISSION 

TEAMS 
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Speaking Stewardship…  Giving in its best expression is an act of joy and love.  There is in 

the church a practical need to give financially to keep things running smoothly so that the bills can be paid and the 
utilities can be kept on.  Much in the life and work of a church can be taken for granted – as if there is little or no cost.  
Such is simply not the case.  There are financial and physical needs which must be supported if the church is to con-
tinue.  And yet, in addition to the practical needs there are the less tangible qualities of caring, inspiring, teaching, 
touching, nurturing, growing, sharing and loving.  First Congregational fulfills its potential best when all of these things 
come together. 
 

We have taken on the commitment of expanding our ministries by filling out our pastoral staff – and that carries a cost.  
Unfortunately, the economy turned bad after we took that step in faith.  This year more than ever, your support is 
needed.  As you will discover this fall, there is a place for you in giving.  It is my hope and expectation that everyone will 
participate in the way that is most meaningful to you and helpful to others. 
 

There really is a place for you…and all of us together! 
 

Tim Coleman,  Stewardship Chair 

 

Speaking Mission…  How will God use us?  That is the question. 

Each and every member of First Congregational Church is being asked to Catch the Call of God as part of 
our Fall Sermon Series.  Our church is offering seven mission focus opportunities to choose from and a brief 
synopsis of each follows.  A Mission Team Fair will be held in the Auditorium during coffee hour on the first 
three consecutive Sundays of November with each team having a display table and team leader on hand to 
provide more information and answer any questions you might have.  Catch the Call of God in your life and 
respond by signing up to participate in one of these new mission teams.  Without our hands reaching out be-
yond the walls of our church to God’s children in need, Christ has no hands in the world.  When we work 
together as Christ’s body serving the world, we can make a difference!  There is a place for you in mission… 

 
Become a Part of One of Our Mission Teams 
 

Seeking to become a mission-centered church and to deepen the spiritual experience of our 
members, we desire to offer our hands as Christ’s hands to the world.  Recalling our Lord’s words, 
“As you did it to the least of these my brothers and sisters, you did it to me.”  (Matthew 25:40)  
Watch for the Mission Team Fairs in the Auditorium on November 1, 8 and 15.  Please take time 
to review the goals of the different teams to determine the one of your choosing and then sign up to 
be part of that team.  You can make a positive difference! 

 

Shelter Mission Team 
 

Shelter Mission… every human has the right to and need for shelter, a clean and safe place to live.  Our 
mission is to seek out those families/organizations in need and help provide, repair or build the necessary shelter so that 
they can live more comfortably and with dignity.  The experience will enhance our Christian experience and nurture 
the souls of both the givers and the receivers.  We hope to build a team that recognizes the need for this work and is 
willing to donate their time to give to those who need our help the most.  Team Leader:  Peter Griffin 
 

Literacy Mission Team 
 

The Literacy Mission Team is committed to helping people of all ages improve their lives by increasing their English  
literacy skills.  We will work with local existing organizations that promote literacy and train volunteers to tutor stu-
dents in reading, writing and speaking.  We will also identify groups in the community who may be in need of literacy 
volunteers.  Our mission involves the development of all skills related to English literacy, from “functional literacy” tu-
toring (helping non-English speaking adults function in society) to promoting language and reading skills in young 
children.  If you are passionate about language, books, reading and writing, like to help people and want to   

MISSION 

TEAMS 
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share your talents with those in need, contact one of our co-leaders:  Nancy McConnell, Mary Ranta or Donna 
Tagliarino. 
 

Hunger Mission Team 
 

According to Hunger International, hunger is the most extreme form of poverty, where individuals or families can-
not afford to meet their most basic need for food.  Hunger manifests itself in many ways other than starvation and 
famine.  Most poor people who battle hunger deal with chronic undernourishment and vitamin or mineral deficien-
cies, which result in stunted growth, weakness and heightened susceptibility to illness.  We have the ability to make 
a difference!  And while we already do in so many ways in our community, there are many opportunities for us to do 
more.  Please join the Hunger Mission Team as we explore ways in which we as a Christian community can come 
together and make a difference in the lives of the hungry.  “I have found that among its other benefits, giving liber-
ates the soul of the giver” - Maya Angelou.  Team Leader:  Sheila Bennett 
 

Environmental Mission Team 
 

The Environmental Team’s mission is to engage members of our congregation and community in an active program 
of caring for God’s creation via environmental stewardship that will preserve and restore the earth for our descen-
dants and all living things.  We will accomplish this by assisting members of the congregation and the broader com-
munity to: 
    * Connect our sense of spirituality to the concept of stewardship of the environment;  
    * Reduce the environmental impact of our church facilities and activities; 
    * Learn how to reduce the environmental impact of our homes, activities, and businesses; 
    * Reach out to others to work and advocate for environmental stewardship.  
The environmental team believes every action matters – big or little.  When people of faith raise their awareness, 
understand the interconnections between people and planet and commit to being environmental stewards, positive 
changes take place.  Every action matters.  Please consider how your talents would help this committee.  Team 
Leader:  Shona Quinn 
 

International Mission Team 
 

The International Mission Team will work together to plan and execute a week long service project in 2010.  The 
team will travel to an international destination and engage in a service project at a time and place to be determined 
by the team.  If you are passionate about serving in a third world country with members of our church, come join 
our team.  Team Leader:  Kathy Fraser 
 

National Mission Team   
 

A National Mission Team will be organized for a week-long family mission trip during the April public school break 
(April 10–18, 2010).  The team and trip will be family oriented—parents and children will participate together.  We 
will travel to a national destination (within driving distance) to be determined by the group.  Among the places be-
ing considered is H.O.M.E. in Maine, with which First Church has maintained a long relationship.  Please consider 
blocking out this time in your family’s calendar.  It promises to be a fulfilling, rewarding and very special opportu-
nity to reach out and offer service and fellowship to others in our country.  “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.”  (Acts 20:35)  
 

Visitation Mission Team 
 

A wet nose, eager eyes and wagging tail can help barriers melt away and smiles blossom.  Visiting the sick, elderly, 
young children learning to read and others with your dog as your partner can be one of the most rewarding and 
spiritual volunteer experiences.  A good therapy dog can bring instant smiles, relieve stress, lower blood pressure, 
improve morale and boost confidence.  That’s where our Visitation Mission Team comes in.  We’ll guide you 
through the process of training your dog.  Also, through our meetings together, mission team members will help 
each other to grow spiritually through discussions of our shared experiences, difficulties and joys.   
 

YOU DON’T HAVE A DOG?  NO PROBLEM!  With help from our pastors, our team will identify and facilitate 
visitation opportunities for you to take the love of Christ to special places of need in our wider community. 
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WE’RE ONBOARD THE ARK!              
 
 
NOYE – Thomas Woodman MRS. NOYE – Holly Sorensen 
 
SEM – Ivan Golodinskii MRS. SEM – Jenn Florence 
HAM – Daniel Lepoutre MRS. HAM – Amy Cass 
JAFFETT – Charlie Baird MRS. JAFFETT – Katie Weatherseed 
 
ANIMALS 
Nicole Alexandre  Cate Davison Mariel Laffan Beth Press Benjamin Schinto 
Colleen Alfano Victoria Davison Tessa Laffan Drew Mohn Jake Schinto 
Grace Alfano  Olivia Gurciullo Tad Larrabee Elizabeth Mohn Barbara Stretton 
Joshua Arnold  Peter Gurciullo Clem Lepoutre Margaret Morrison George Wheelock 
Alex Arnold  Olivia Hartwell Fred Lorthioir Sherry Myer Stephanie Woodman 
Betty Bonsal  Paul Kretschmann Christina Schoen Ella Quinn Gillian Woodman 
Patrick Condon  Diane Kretschmann Mark Mohn Lori Romano Rick Woodman 
Ben Davison  Fred Laffan  Johnny Romano 
 
DANCERS 
Taylor Schinto Charlotte Lorthioir Sarah Morris Henry Wheelock Kieran Mackay  
 
If you’re listed in the Chorus of Animals above, be sure to come to the Fludde Rallye after church on Oc-
tober 4 for final registration.  Everyone else, you come, too, and join your friends.  There’s lots more room 
on our Ark.  We’ll check your height for costumes, give you a rehearsal schedule and provide you with 
more important information.  Plus, everyone who signs up gets a box of Animal Crackers. 
 
Gossips, alas, you don’t get on the ark.  But there are a few openings.  Talk to John. 
 
Performances are the weekend of November 14 and 15.  Watch your mail for patron opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
Yale Camerata to give concert at First Congregational Church 
 
The Chamber Choir of Yale Camerata, Marguerite L. Brooks conductor, with Alianza String Quartet and Stephen 
Rapp, harpsichord, will present a concert here at First Church on Sunday November 1, 2009 at 4:00 pm. 
 
 

           Women’s Fall Retreat 
 

The leaves are changing and autumn is here!  Join other women of the church in en-
joying the gifts of the season at beautiful Silver Lake Conference Center in Sharon, 
CT on the weekend of October 16–18.  This is an opportunity to get to know one 
another, deepen already made friendships, explore our relationship with God, rest and 

relax!  If you have any questions or would like to sign up, please contact Kate Forer at kforer@fccog.org.  We 
hope that you will join us! 
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World Communion Sunday is October 4.   

Plan to celebrate with First Church! 

"Butler-Bass has created a perfect armchair companion for contemporary Christians.  Charmingly writ-
ten and refreshing to read, yet rich in details and thorough in its mapping of the major themes and 
events that have shaped the evolution of the Western Church, A People's History is our story re-told with 
both clear-eyed affection and a scholar's acumen." 
 

                                                                                  Phyllis Tickle, Author, The Great Emergence 
 

Theological Book Group Beginning on Thursday, October 1. 
David Young and Kate Forer will be leading conversations on Diana Butler Bass’ much celebrated 
A People’s History of Christianity:  The Other Side of the Story.  Our book study will begin on  
October 1 and run through November 12.  We will meet in the Lounge from 7:30 to 9:00 pm. 
 
"It would be difficult to imagine anyone reading A People’s History without finding some new insight or inspiration, some 
new and unexpected testimony to the astonishing breadth of Christianity through the centuries."   
 

                                                                                               Philip Jenkins, author of The Lost History of Christianity  

New Bible Study to begin…                       
 

An exciting new seven week Bible Study on the Book of Genesis will begin Sunday October 4 at 11:15 am 
and continue into November and December (well, not straight through you understand but in about an hour 
and a quarter chunks).  A repeat of the Sunday class is offered on Tuesdays at 7:30 pm.  Led by Dan England, 
this study is part of a year long journey through three great books of the Bible:  Genesis, Romans and Revela-
tion.  This series is intended for  anyone who wants to have three pillars of knowledge about the Bible.  If 
you’re unsure whether to come or not, just ask someone who has attended before.  For the first class, please 
read the first four chapters of Genesis, noting the two creation stories side by side and the first murder mys-
tery with God as the detective (clue:  it’s the blood). 

“Centering Prayer is a method 
of silent prayer that prepares us 
to receive the gift of contempla-
tive prayer – prayer in which we 
experience God’s presence 
within us, closer than breath-
ing, closer than thinking, closer 
than consciousness itself.  This 
method of prayer is both a rela-
tionship with God and a disci-
pline to foster that relation-
ship.” – 
www.centeringprayer.com 
 

Intrigued? Join us in the 
Lounge on Wednesday morn-
ings from 7:00 to 8:00 am for 
Centering Prayer. 
 

Questions? Contact Kate Forer 
at kforer@fccog.org. 

 

Fall Confirmation Retreat! 
 

Our Fall Confirmation Retreat is 
the weekend of October 2–4 at 
beautiful Silver Lake in Sharon, 

CT.  We will be learning more 
about our faith and having a 

whole lot of fun doing it.  



6  The Meet inghouse Monthly  

Deep Peace to You 
By: Shona Quinn 

 

When the newly formed Environmental Mission Team meets each month, we open and close with a prayer linking our 
faith and the earth.  It’s only a few minutes of our time together, yet it sometimes feels like the most important part of 
my day.  The facts, science and reality of our Earth’s stressed system are put in front of us daily through the media – 
melting glaciers, undrinkable water and tainted toothpaste.  We understand the work we need to do.  But for me, the 
spiritual aspect of linking heaven and earth has been a rewarding learning journey. 
 
This summer I was blessed with the opportunity to go to my mother’s “home” country – Scotland, with my mom, my 
two girls Ella and Julia, and nephew Jack.  We visited family, explored castles and searched out standing stones. 
 
While there, Celtic crosses, knots and stones reminded me that this art offers a deep appreciation for nature and the 
many forms of life.  Poems and interwoven patterns reflect a people participating in the web of relationships with sea, 
air and earth.  Sometimes a form that starts out as human may end up as beast or bird.  The labyrinth-like structure 
represents “the journey,” not the arrival, and how mindfully we take each step.  For me, the summer holiday was a 
beautiful reminder of how Celts, both pagan and Christian, used nature to bridge the worlds of Earth and Spirit. 
 
As in our monthly mission team meetings, allow me to end with a blessing – this one Celtic: 
 

Deep peace of the running wave to you.  Deep peace of the flowing air to you.   
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.  Deep peace of the shining stars to you.  Deep peace of the infinite peace to you. 

 
Have a question or like to get involved?  Ask one of us!  Here’s the team: 

 
 
 

Beth Rollins, Barrie Richmond,  

Paul Pacent, Bobby Littlefield 

and Barbara Norrgard 
 

 

     Phoebe Griffith, Chuck Wheelock  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Shona Quinn,  

Vicki Cain  
and Lynn O’Gorman 
(missing photo) 
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 Camassia Quamash  
A northwest native, Camassia is also known as the “Quamash” or the “Wild Hyacinth.” It has an 
upright stalk covered with flowers, narrow foliage.  It is also a perfect choice for mass, naturalized 
plantings along streams or ponds.  Bloom time:  May/June 15. 

 Crocus Vernus Grand Maitre 
These beautiful larger flowering crocus bloom a little later than the species and have a gorgeous 
blue tinged violet.  Top size bulbs.  Height:  4" to 5."  Bloom time:  April. 
Circa 1924, it is sea lavender-violet with a silvery sheen and paler margins. 

 Tulip Grand Parade 
This award-winning, pale buttercup-yellow tulip has an interior, black base.  Flowering from mid-
April into May, these stately tulips are excellent for spectacular garden displays and lovely cut 
flower arrangements.  Bloom time:  mid-April into May. 

 
Tulip Red Impression 

This beauty has varying shades of ruby-red and delft-rose with an exterior plum-purple base and a 
blood-red interior with a black base ringed in canary-yellow.  This spring, it was displayed all over 
the Keukenhof in massive, showy plantings.  This tulip glows in the spring sunshine. 

 Narcissus Ice King  
This is a double form of Ice Follies, the popular early spring daffodil.  The beautiful ruffled trum-
pet makes this flower more flamboyant than its soft colors would suggest. 

 
Narcissus Marieke 
One of the most perfectly formed, solid yellow trumpets available, it has a huge, upward facing 
flower with a vivid, yellow perianth and a long, dark yellow trumpet.  Exceptionally floriferous, 
these naturalize extremely well and have a long blooming season with large, bold flowers.  

 
Amaryllis Carnival  
A beautiful Christmas bloomer with bright red flowers edged in white with green throats and 
white mid-ribs.  These exotic plants usually have two stems with each producing four huge, trum-
pet-like flowers that are 6" to 8" wide.  These bulbs will bloom in four to six weeks once potted 
due to the fact that they are harvested in the southern hemisphere. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES FALL BULB SALE 
 

To Benefit Women’s Ministries Projects  
 

Sunday October 25 during Coffee Hour (and beyond), from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm, held in the Auditorium 
(Pre-sale begins in Coffee Hour on previous Sundays in October.)  

 

The following bulbs will be on sale for your family to have fun planting for beautiful blooms next spring. 
Amaryllis bulbs are great to plant indoors to give as holiday gifts!  Children will love to watch them grow. 

 

Ginny Breistmeister and Sue McCalley, Co-chairs 
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Connecting and Caring 
 

As a very busy and exciting program year gears up here at the church, we especially want to be sure that no one slips 
through the cracks and feels uncared for.  Therefore, we are relying on you to help us!  If you or someone you know 
would like a call or visit from one of us, please be in touch.  We really need your help.  Without you, we cannot possibly 
know all the needs and circumstances of our church family.  If you contact us, we will respond in any way that is helpful. 
 

David, Mark, Kate, Dan and Avery 

Interested in Learning about Joining the Church? 
 

Our next New Member class will be held on Sunday October 25, at 11:15 am in the Lounge.  It will last approximately 
two hours and will include lunch.  During the class, prospective new members have the opportunity to hear about the 
history and faith of our denomination, the United Church of Christ, and to learn more about our church and meet the 
clergy as well as staff.  Attending does not obligate you to join but we hope that this time together will strengthen you on 
the journey of faith.  Please feel welcome to join us.  We will receive new members on Sunday November 8 during the 
10:00 am worship service. 

NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 
 
We are happy to announce that we’re going to create a new pictorial directory of our church family.  This is long over-
due as the last time we made such a directory was 2002.  This will be invaluable not only to our clergy, but also to any 
member desiring to connect names with faces. 
 

Please participate!  You are only asked to have your picture taken by the professional photographer and to meet with 
a portrait consultant at the church.  We will be making appointments after services and meetings at the church on Octo-
ber 4, 11 and 18.  Please sign up as soon as possible to get the best appointment to fit your schedule. 
 

• Every participating family/household that selects a pose for the directory will receive a free church directory and a 
complimentary 8x10 portrait. 

• You will only need to come to the church once for photography and for portrait viewing. 
• You will have the opportunity to purchase portraits and frames on the same day of photography.  All portraits come 

with a 100% unconditional guarantee.  
• Whether you decide to dress formally or casually, you will want to make the most of this opportunity. 
 

We can always use help in running the sign-up tables and checking people in for appointments.  Call Michael Pellegrino 
at 356-0070 or email him at pellwoodm@gmail.com if you can help, or to ask any questions you might have. 
 

The scheduled dates for photography and portrait viewing are October 26 and 27 and November 2, 3 and 4, 3:00 to 
9:30 pm. 
 

It would be great to see everyone in the directory.  Remember, it just won’t be complete without you! 

ADDRESSES AND EMAILS… 
 

We’re trying to gather accurate information about people’s home and email addresses.  If you are not sure we have your 
preferred email address in our database, please send a note to Dan England at dengland@fccog.org and we’ll check it 
against our records and make any correction.  Rest assured that emails from the church will only be made with the di-
rection and authorization of a staff member and we promise they will be infrequent.  Don’t forget to check the News 
You Can Use section of the homepage on our website, www.fccog.org, for the latest on upcoming events.   In addition, 
we are nearly at the point of launching an all church calendar that will be accessible through the Web site.   
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News from The Rummage Room 
 

45th Anniversary Sell-a-bration 
Monday October 5, 2009 

 
Hear ye!  Hear ye!  You are invited to participate in an anniversary 
party as The Rummage Room celebrates 45 years of continuous op-
eration in the same location.  And there is a lot to celebrate… starting 
with over $3.5 million raised and distributed to organizations that 
support women’s and children’s causes locally, nationally and interna-
tionally.  This has been achieved by promoting The Rummage Room 
with award-winning window displays, maintaining high standards for the kind of merchandise that is offered for 
sale, employing a series of innovative sales techniques and participating in community wide events such as sidewalk 
sales, “First Light” night and holiday-themed parties. 
 
Come join the staff and volunteers for apple cider and cookies any time of the day on Monday October 5 and see 
why The Rummage Room is known as “The Best Little Shop” in Greenwich.  Look around and see why a 50% off 
Anniversary Sell-a-bration attracts customers from every economic strata and from as far away as New York City.  
While you are there, talk to Manager Maria Drieghe about volunteering an hour or two a week so you can be a part 
of the wonderful success story called The Rummage Room! 
 
Thank you for past support and future participation, and remember… 
 

We may not have it all together, but together, we have it all! 
 
The Rummage Room Co-chairs:          Judy Miller and Judy Chapman 
45th Anniversary Co-chairs:         Ginny Breismeister and Nancy McConnell 

First Sunday Food Drive    
 
Neighbor to Neighbor, our local food pantry, is in 
need of non-perishable food items to stock their pan-
try.  Please consider bringing an item to worship 
on the first Sunday of the month or to the Office the 
following week.  Over 275 families in our town rely 
on this resource for nutritious food to feed their 
families.  Currently, N-T-N is in most need of:   
CEREAL, PASTA, OATMEAL, DRIED BEANS 
(KIDNEY AND BLACK), 100% JUICE, 
CANNED FRUIT, CANNED TOMATOES,  
PEANUT BUTTER (no larger than 20 oz please) 
and JELLY. 
 
Thank you for your support.   

Meals-On-Wheels  
Can Help 
 
Could you or a friend benefit from a nu-
tritious meal service?  Meals-On-Wheels 
delivers home-cooked meals to Greenwich 
residences for a reasonable fee (daily: 
$8.00 for 2 meals or $5.50 for 1 meal). 
No medical or income restrictions apply. 
They are eager to talk to you about your 
individual needs and can be reached at 
(203) 869-1312.  Their web site is 
www.mealsonwheelsofgreenwich.org.  
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From the Parish Nurse… Flu Vaccine Season          by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
This year flu season and vaccine recommendations are complicated by the presence of the H1N1 (swine flu) virus.  Sea-
sonal flu vaccine is readily available, but does not protect against the H1N1 virus.  A separate H1N1 flu vaccine is ex-
pected to be available soon; however priority for that vaccine will go to high risk groups including pregnant women, 
caregivers for children younger than 6 months of age, healthcare personnel, people aged 6 months to 24 years and peo-
ple aged 25 through 64 years who have underlying health conditions (such as asthma, diabetes, lung disease and immu-
nosuppression).  Although the 2 vaccines could be given on the same day, if this is not indicated (due to availability or 
prioritization), then experts advise the seasonal and the H1N1 vaccines be given 3 to 4 weeks apart.  
 
The Wellness Committee is pleased to offer seasonal flu vaccine clinics here at church.  We do not anticipate offering 
H1N1 flu vaccines, but will convey any changes in that plan in future bulletin and Meetinghouse Monthly notices.  
The Town of Greenwich will handle the distribution of H1N1 vaccine and updated taped messages are on the town’s 
Flu Information Line at 622-3774. 
 

Flu Vaccine Clinics at First Congregational Church 
Sunday:  October 4, 9:00-9:45 am and 11:00 am-12 Noon in Room 203 

First-come, first-served to those who bring payment of $25 cash or check to FCCOG 
 

The following questions and answers pertain to the seasonal flu: 
 

WHY get vaccinated?  Each year the flu causes 36,000 deaths in the United States, primarily in people age 65 or older. 
Influenza hospitalizes 226,000 people annually.  Vaccination decreases one’s chance of getting sick with the flu as well 
as spreading it to those with higher health risks. 
 

WHAT is the vaccine?  Our clinic will offer the injectible inactivated vaccine, which protects against three likely strains 
of flu for the year, determined by the CDC, the World Health Organization and the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion. 
 

WHO should get vaccinated?  Anyone who wants to prevent getting ill from the flu should get vaccinated, but it is espe-
cially important for these people to get immunized:  adults aged 50 and over, children aged 6 months to 18 years old, 
anyone with a chronic health condition including heart disease, lung disease, asthma, diabetes, anemia, kidney disease, 
liver disease, cancer and HIV/AIDS, women who will be pregnant during the flu season (November-May), household 
contacts of high risk people; and health care workers. 
 

WHO should not get vaccinated?  Speak to your doctor if you have had an allergic reaction to eggs or to a previous influ-
enza vaccine, or if you have a history of Guillain-Barre Syndrome.  If you have a fever, postpone your immunization 
until you are well. 
 
WHEN should I get vaccinated?  The optimal time to get vaccinated is September through November, but it is still bene-
ficial anytime during the flu season, which runs from November to May. 
 

WHERE should I get vaccinated?  For Greenwich residents with Medicare insurance, the flu shot is offered at no charge 
to you at the Town of Greenwich clinics, beginning on September 30.  A list of town clinics is on the Wellness bulletin 
board.  Your doctor’s office can also bill Medicare for the vaccination.  Pregnant women should check with their obste-
trician before receiving the vaccine, and young people under the age of 18 should see their pediatricians.  Here at First 
Congregational Church, we will offer the vaccine to people at least 18 years of age, for a fee of $25.  We are unable to 
bill Medicare or other insurances, and happy to provide a receipt. 
 
Please contact me with any questions at extension 21.  I am in Room 203 on Tuesdays, Thursdays and most Sundays. 
 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive:  Monday October 5, 1:45 pm–6:45 pm 
 

Please consider helping by donating blood or refreshments.  To make an appointment for blood donation call 1-800-
GIVE LIFE (1-800-448-3543).  To donate refreshments, please call Parish Nurse Sue Asselin at extension 21. 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  

10/01-James Dow 

10/01-Glendon Breismeister 

10/02-Richard Hermance 

10/02-Mary Maarbjerg 

10/02-Joe Bob Edwards 

10/02-Thomas Kimberlin 

10/03-Anne Mallory 

10/03-Jennifer Catanzaro 

10/03-Taylor Griffin 

10/03-Lindsey Manos 

10/04-Nicole Fossum Vardakas 

10/05-James Richmond 

10/05-Caroline Kelly 

10/06-Lynn White Montanari 

10/06-Gary Riddell 

10/06-Katie Riley 

10/07-Constance Ramachandra 

10/07-Hermine Brindak 

10/07-Ann Gaulocher 

10/07-Lori White 

10/07-David Platter 

10/08-Nancy McLarnan 

10/08-Kevin Kimberlin 

10/08-Virginia Rose 

10/08-Dan Mackell 

10/08-Allison Coleman 

10/08-Frederick Lorthioir 

10/09-Donald Freeman III 

10/09-Nan Snyder 

10/09-Andrea Woodman 

10/10-Eileen Medvey 

10/10-Mary Ferry 

10/10-Yanna Saari 

10/10-Theodore Hoster 

10/10-Eileen Houseknecht 

10/10-Valerie McHugh 

10/10-Ann Carey 

10/10-Marcie Molloy 

10/10-Kate Wilfert 

10/10-Nicole Wheaton 

10/10-Kendall Schrohe 

10/11-Robert MacLea 

10/11-Robert Wolfe 

10/11-Barbara Van Buren 

10/11-Joyce Ferris 

10/11-Jan Gelb 

10/11-Christina Olson 

10/11-Sara Davidson 

10/11-Christian Montalvo 

10/11-Charlie Teeters 

10/11-Kieran Mackay 

10/11-James Perry 

10/11-Julia Shrier 

10/12-Monique Christensen 

10/13-Kenneth Olson 

10/13-Luke Koppenheffer 

10/14-Meghan Brady Bok 

10/14-Anne Wachsman 

10/14-Lesly Merlin 

10/14-Casey Crawford 

10/15-Rex Howland 

10/15-Jennie Olmsted 

10/16-Marcia Livingston 

10/16-Anne Low 

10/16-Gunnar Klintberg 

10/16-Andy Taylor 

10/16-Elizabeth Mackell 

10/16-Max Dunn 

10/16-Melanie Pfetsch 

10/17-Benito Menegon 

10/17-Peter Flierl 

10/17-John Gelb 

10/17-Jean Reed 

10/17-Daniel Taylor 

10/18-Stephen Pierson 

10/18-Jerry White 

10/18-Colette Rogers 

10/18-Reed Brady 

10/18-Emmett Witmer 

10/19-Gerald Mulhall 

10/19-Paul Cioffari 

10/19-Charles Leigh 

10/19-Thomas Hoffman 

10/20-Kendrick Ng-Yow 

10/21-George Handley 

10/21-Anne Mackell 

10/21-Jos Shaver 

10/21-James Kendrick 

10/21-Elizabeth Kruger 

10/21-Hope Hicks 

10/22-Deborah Bonnell 

10/22-Patricia Schay 

10/22-Alec Berman 

10/22-David Condon 

10/22-Nicole Healy 

10/22-Lisa Phyfe 

10/22-Margaret Taggart 

10/23-Paul Pacent 

10/23-Carol Waggaman 

10/23-Maureen Liebowitz 

10/23-Cristina Godoy 

10/23-Christopher Thomas 

10/23-Addison Riley 

10/24-Alison Clausi 

10/24-Erik Wisecup 

10/25-Randy Freeman 

10/25-Morgan Bennett 

10/26-Robert Goodchild 

10/26-Terence Flanagan 

10/26-Owen White 

10/27-Lois Berlin 

10/27-Michael Servadio 

10/27-Sara Baker 

10/27-Sam Crihfield 

10/27-Brooke Cantwell 

10/27-Jackson Dell'Abate 

10/27-Joshua Erickson 

10/28-Kadria Sadik-Khan 

10/28-Campbell Johnson 

10/28-Thomas Glover 

10/29-Peter Kutzen 

10/30-Eamon McHugh 

10/30-William Mackay 

10/31-Matthew Jacobs 

LIFE EVENTS 
 

Weddings: Richard J. DeFazio and Jennifer L. Plumpton—July 25 
 Noelle Santos and Jessica Kastner—September 19 
 Jennifer Hughes and Jessica Robustelli—September 20 
 Dick Peebles and Doug Bloom—September 26 
Baptisms: Caroline Grace Sproule—September 27 

Deaths: Steven P. Grunow—September 6 
 Jane Elizabeth Crossley—September 25 

Please submit  
material for the  

November 
Meetinghouse 

Monthly  
 by October 15. 

The Church Offices will be closed Monday October 12 for Columbus Day. 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David D. Young, dyoung@fccog.org 
Minister of Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education:  Rev. Kate S. Forer, kforer@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 
Director of Music/Senior Organist:  Dr. John Stansell, drjohn@fccog.org 

Associate Organist/Director:  Terence J. Flanagan, terryf@fccog.org 
Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 
Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 
Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Wonderful Wednesdays!—continued from cover… 
 

Saints and Paints  (for Children and Families) – Do you know what ‘All Saints Day’ is??  Kate Forer and Roesemary 
Lamie do and after this Wonderful Wednesday, you will too… and, you’ll have a beautiful pumpkin decorated by your 
own hands to take home with you! 
 

Tune in a Bucket  (Youth and Adults) – Do you think the only way you could carry a tune would be in a bucket?  John 
Stansell can help.  Come find your beautiful inner voice and encourage it to actually cross your lips!  This is a fun 
course in singing for those who feel they cannot.  Buckets not provided and there will be no pressure to join a choir. 
 

Current Events through Christian Perspectives  (Sr. High Youth and Adults) – Would you like a safe place to discuss 
some of the critical issues of our time?  Would you like to raise your questions and be able to share your opinions as a 
thinking, Christian person?  If the answer to those questions is yes, then join David Young for an interactive session on 
some of the most critical issues happening in the world. 
 

Carlos Santana Started Somewhere  (all ages) – Do you know that you can play about a billion songs using just three 
chords and a guitar?  Well, maybe not a billion, but a lot.  Join Mark Montgomery and he’ll get you started on your 
road toward being a super-star guitar player!  (If you have a guitar, bring it!) 
 

The Sheep Need to Be Fed – John 21 is enigmatic for lots of reasons, not the least of which is the “second ending” to 
the great Gospel of John.  But there are lots of personal interactions in the text between Jesus, Peter and John.  Join 
Dan England as we take a particular look at Jesus’ seemingly annoying three time questioning of Peter about whether 
he loves Jesus and the Greek words behind the English translation.   
 

Feelings and Faith – If feelings matter, how do you process them?  If faith matters, does it for you?  Can they dance 
together?  Saint Irenaeus of Lyon said, “The glory of God is a human being fully alive.”  How do we get there?  This is an 
invitation to get there with Avery Manchester. 
 

Donations for the meal will be accepted at the door.  No need to bring a thing, but let us know you are coming so that we can plan accord-
ingly.  Call the Church Office at 203-637-1791 and let the receptionist know the number of meals you would like to reserve! 

 


