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May 3:  Church School Recognition:  The Rains and Reign  
                                                                   of Justice 

Presenting Bibles to third graders, celebrating our children  
and thanking our Church School teachers. 

May 10:  Confirmation:  Sow What?  
The reading of their Statements of Faith by the  
Confirmation Class and Service of Confirmation. 

May 17:  Music Sunday:  A Soil for All Seasons 
Celebrating the wealth of music at First Church with  
our Cherub, Children, Youth, Chancel and Palmer  
Handbell Choirs. 

May 24:  Heritage Sunday:  These Fruits Were Made  
                                                    for Walking 

First Church honors its members of fifty years or more. 
May 31:  Pentecost Sunday:  Saving the Best for Last 

Join The First Congregational Church for a 
Special Month of Celebration... 

Events begin 
during  

Morning  
Worship  

at 10:00 am  
in the  

Meetinghouse. 
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Speaking Pastorally... 
 
 

I would guess that many of us do not think of our children as powerless.  Indeed, in our world today, in this 
country in particular and within our community, children are well protected and afforded many rights, luxuries and  
advantages that many of us were not afforded in our own youth.  They have things (cell phones, iPods, video games) 
and they have opportunities (trips overseas, sports teams, music lessons) that many of us never had at their age. 

 
However, the feelings and strange experiences of being a child and growing into adulthood have not changed.  

Being small and lost in a sea of pant legs and grown up words, having things go over one’s head, the strains and 
struggles of growing and maturing have not changed.  

 
When Jesus took a small child and set it in the midst of the disciples, he did it not to show how cute and  

innocent children are, but to show the disciples, yet again, an example of someone powerless.  This is much like 
what Jesus did when he drew his disciples’ attention to beggars and widows, women and poor people, the blind and 
disabled.  It was not because they were cute or innocent or better than the disciples, but simply because they lacked 
power and self-sufficiency.  Jesus came for all of us, but time and time again he asks us to look at those who are 
needy in our midst and challenges us to care for them. 

 
Our world is an adult world in which children long to play a part.  It is a world of big words and structures that 

are difficult for little bodies, different ways of learning and unique attention spans.  If our church is not just for  
capable and able-bodied adults, but for the powerless in our midst, how can we make sure that the children who 
have just as much a right as we do to be here, feel like this church is for them now and not just something that they 
will someday inherit when they become adults?  How can we make this truly a place of hospitality for all of God’s 
people, young and old? 

 
On May 12 and 14, from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm, we will be holding two identical Family Focus groups to address 

these very questions.  We ask you parents of young children to come and talk to us about the unique spiritual needs 
of your children and to help us discern together how best we might serve the children in our community, especially 
in regard to Sunday morning worship.  We hope that many of you will come and be a part of this important  
conversation.  Even if you are not a parent of a young child, we welcome your comments and suggestions.  I invite 
you to email me at kforer@fccog.org and I look forward to your thoughts or concerns on the subject of how we can 
welcome, nurture and support our children and young people. 

 
As we approach Recognition Sunday, Confirmation Sunday and the end of another Church School year, may 

we truly be thinking about ways to celebrate the children and young people in our community – not just for what 
they someday may be, (hopefully the future of this church!) but also for who they are now and how they help us see 
and live out God’s calling in our own lives.  Thanks be to God for all the children, young people and youth in this  
community and for all of you who love them so well. 

 
Blessings, 
 

 
 

First Congregational Church College and University Loan Fund 
 
Just a reminder that there are funds available for children of members of First Church to help finance college  
expenses.  The loans, in the amount of $750 per semester, are interest free and all we ask is that the student and  
cosigning parent agree to repay the loans commencing upon graduation.  If these funds might help, call Bob  
Goodchild, Treasurer, at 637-0763.  
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Music Sunday is May 17…                         

 
“A Soil for All Seasons” will be the theme for Music Sunday, May 17, as we continue our post-Easter sermon series, 
How Does Your Garden Grow?  All of our choirs will participate in this annual First Church rite of Spring.   
Musical selections will be all about praising God for this marvelous world that has been given to us.  The Chancel 
Choir will present two classics from our repertory, “The Heavens Are Telling” from Haydn’s oratorio The Creation, 
and Edward Elgar’s lovely “As Torrents in Summer.”  The Children’s Choir will sing “Who Gave Us the World?” by 
the UCC composer Emma Lou Diemer.  Under the direction of Lisa Flanagan, the Cherub Choir will sing as well.  
The Youth Choir, led by Carolyn Paulus, will sing a Gospel-style anthem, “The Smallest Things” by James E.  
Clemens. Terry Flanagan’s Palmer Handbells, always a delight, will present two selections:  “Song of the Morning” 
by Lee Burswold, with Mary Fike playing the flute, and a joyous piece by Fred Gramann entitled “Celebration.”  
The sermon will be a dialogue between Dr. David D. Young and Dr. John Stansell.  Of course after the service we 
will go out to the lawn for our strawberries and croissants as well as the traditional Maypole dance.  It’s a day you 
won’t want to miss. 

CALLING MAYPOLE DANCERS 
 

With new ribbons and solid rehearsal, last year’s Maypole dancers created an impressive sight indeed.  Now we need 
a group of 14 elementary children, girls and boys in grades two through five, to match or surpass that  
accomplishment.  Two rehearsals are scheduled on consecutive Wednesdays, May 6 and 13, from 5:00 to 5:40 pm. 
(We’ll steal the time from Children’s Choir rehearsal.)  Let John Stansell know if you want to participate at 
drjohn@fccog.org or 637-1791, extension 22. 
 

From the 2009 Nominating Committee... 
 
If you are reading this you already have some level of commitment to First Church.  Whatever your current level of  
involvement is, or has been in the past, you have made a difference.  Through the efforts of our church family, we have 
and will continue to make a difference to all of God’s people, wherever or whenever we can. 
 

You are part of a dynamic, engaged and growing group of people who share a common set of values and beliefs.  This 
makes you a piece of a large mosaic which, when all of the pieces are in place, makes an image that we can all be proud 
of, and one that, I believe, will stand the test of time. 
 

With this letter, I am asking you to consider increasing your involvement at First Church.  Your individual talents are 
needed to make our functional committees stronger and even more productive.  To better understand what the various 
committees do at First Church please read the latest annual report to review each committee’s report.  These reports 
outline the committee’s accomplishments and achievements in 2008.  Also, the annual report includes a current list of 
each committee’s members so you will see many names you recognize.  If you do not have an annual report, there are 
printed copies in the Church Office and it is also available electronically on our website at www.fccog.org. 
 

In June we will begin to start our process of selecting potential candidates to serve.  As a result, there is a chance that 
you may be asked to serve and we hope if you have not already volunteered to serve that you will accept our invitation.  
If you would like to be considered for a particular committee, please contact me.  (Please see below.) 
 

On a personal level, I can attest that many of my closest friendships at First Church have developed through the  
association with great and talented people I met while serving on various committees.  It would have been my loss had I 
not become involved.  The time commitment I invested (which in hindsight was painless) has returned great dividends 
to me and my family.  I will gladly give you a testimonial if you desire.  So feel free to call me at 212-972-4880(W) or  
203-869-1156 (H). 
 
Best regards, 
Dale A. Myer, Chair of the Nominating Committee 
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Church School News… 
 

On Tuesday May 12 and Thursday May 14 we are conducting two important,  
identical, “FAMILY FOCUS GROUPS” at the church, both from 7:00 to 8:00 pm.  If 
you are a parent of a fifth grader or younger, we are really hoping for your  
involvement in one of these focus groups. 

These focus groups will give us the opportunity to talk openly together  
about our vision for the children in our church community – especially in regard  

to worship.  
 We really value your input and are looking forward to hearing from you!  
 Childcare will be available upon request.  If you need childcare or have any questions or  
concerns, please contact Kate Forer or Rosemary Lamie at the church.  

 
Spring Church School Teacher Training! 

 

***Wednesday May 20 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm with childcare and dinner 
***Sunday May 31 from 11:15 am to 1:15 pm with childcare and lunch 
If you are planning to be a Church School teacher for 2009-2010, we ask that you 
attend one of these sessions.  Please speak with Rosemary Lamie or Kate Forer at 
the church if you have any questions or concerns. 

 
Confirmation Sunday – May 10, 2009 

 

Please join us for this celebration in the life of the church when we receive 24 young  
people into adult membership and celebrate the culmination of a year full of growth and 
discovery.  This is a special Sunday – not just for the Confirmands and their families, but 
for the whole congregation as we say YES! to these young people and they say YES! to us   

                      and to their journey with God.  We hope to see you there! 

 
Women’s Ministries Spring Brunch 

 

Who:  Women’s Ministries (all women of the church and guests) 
What:  Brunch and guest speakers including the Rev. Dr. David D. Young   
            on Mission Team project and local humorist, Jane Condon!  Also,    
            an important Allocations Committee report for a vote by our   
            Women’s Ministries members. 

Where:  The First Congregational Church Auditorium 
When:  Wednesday May 13, 10:00 am–Noon (The quilt raffle will end this special morning together) 
Cost:  Suggested donation of $10 at the door 
 

Reserve by signing up in the Church Office by May 11 or at Coffee Hour  
We hope to see you there! 
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First Congregational Welcomes its New Members... 

Matthew and Katherine Jacobs with  
son Callahan 

Friedrich and Anne Pfetsch  

Claire Webber 

Jane Yates 

David Condon  
Victoria Davidson  

Vasil and Hanna Golodinskii  

  
 

          I will attend Tai Chi_________________________________    Phone number________________________ 
 
                                                          Wednesday_______       Thursday_______ 

Send to: 
 

Lu Baldwin                                                         OR             Leave in the Women’s Ministries mailbox 
51 Forest Avenue, #80  Old Greenwich, CT  06870              in the Church Office. 
637-7698 

TAI CHI CLASSES FOR WOMEN 
 
Tai Chi for Women will continue with two new five-class sessions.  The 
classes will be led by instructor Luis Duarte. 
 
Wednesday, 8:00-9:00 am on June 3, 10, 17, 24 and July 1 
Thursday, 9:00-10:00 am on May 14, 21, 28, June 4 and 11 
 
The fee, due with the registration form below, is $25.00 per series.   
Newcomers are welcome.  Returning students also need to complete and 
return the application below. 
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News From The Rummage Room 
 
Amid the downturn in the economy, there is one very bright spot called The Rummage Room of Old Greenwich.   
Its Allocations Committee has just finalized a recommendation for over thirty charitable organizations locally,  
nationally and internationally to share in the $l51,000 net proceeds from sales in 2008.  The recommendation will be 
presented for ratification at the Women's Ministries Annual Spring Meeting and Brunch on May 13 in the First 
Church Auditorium. 
 
 

Results like these require a lot of "Thank Yous" to a lot of contributors.  First and foremost we thank our donors,  
volunteers and customers who are the bedrock upon which The Rummage Room is built.  Without all three the  
enterprise would teeter and fall like a two-legged stool.  A special thanks goes to our wonderful staff:  Maria Drieghe, 
Manager extraordinaire, and Assistant Managers Nancy Hamilton, Veronica Klinka, Connie Fauci and  
Betty Shopovick.  And although it is a joy and a privilege to select the organizations that receive the fruits of our labor 
...  and to receive in return the heart-felt thanks from recipients on behalf of all of The Rummage Room  
contributors, the Allocations Committee does spend a great deal of time and effort identifying the most worthy  
candidates.  So thanks go to Prill Meyer, Allocations chairperson; Barbara Norrgard, Womens' Ministries liaison;  
Judy Miller, The Rummage Room liaison and Sheila Bennett, Judy Gordon, Mary Jane Penwell and Mary Ranta, 
Committee members. 
 
 

This month's wish list... gifts for Mothers' Day, bric-a-brac, children's bikes and trikes, jewelry and Spring and Summer 
clothing.  AND volunteers! 
 
 

Happy May, and remember... every day is a gift, so in everything give thanks. 
 
 

FROM THE PARISH NURSE…..BONE HEALTH - OSTEOARTHRITIS    
 

by Sue Asselin, RN 
 
This month and next, I’ll expand a bit on last month’s topic of bone health, as presented by Janet Freedman, MD, 
physiatrist with Greenwich Hospital’s Physical Medicine Department. 
 
Osteoarthritis, or degenerative joint disease, occurs when joint cartilage wears down over time.  The surface of the bone 
becomes irregular and rough.  Symptoms include joint pain, stiffness or swelling, crepitus (a grating or crackling  
sensation) and bone spurs.  Most common sites are fingers, hips, knees and spine.  Women have a higher risk of  
developing osteoarthritis, as do overweight people.  Risk also increases with age, overuse of a joint or trauma.  
 
Treatments focus on reducing pain, improving joint mobility and reducing progression.  Exercise helps maintain  
mobility and strengthens muscles surrounding the joint, but must be balanced with rest.  Weight loss of 10% can 
greatly improve symptoms.  Braces and orthopedic foot wear that alter the angle of the feet can help.  Topical or oral 
medicines can decrease pain and swelling.  Cortisone injections can ease inflammation and visco injections may  
lubricate and cushion the joint.  Other possible treatments include glucosamine chondroitin, fish oil, ginger,  
acupuncture and magnets.  Arthroscopic debridement surgeries were once the first surgical choice before joint  
replacement.  Dr. Freedman believes this practice is changing because it hasn’t proven to prevent the need for  
joint replacement.  
 
Learn more at www.mayoclinic.com/health/osteoarthritis/DS00019 or www.arthritis.org/prevent-osteoarthritis.php.  
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MAY BIRTHDAYS  
05/01 Peter Dadzis 

05/01 Erik Norrgard 

05/01 Edward Dadzis 

05/01 Caroline Glover 

05/02 H Kent Atkins 

05/02 Olga Hartwell 

05/02 Katherine Urban 

05/02 Alexandra Arader 

05/02 Tom Fraser 

05/02 Erika Bloes 

05/02 Nicolas Federici 

05/03 Beverly Ahlberg 

05/03 Carolyn MacLea 

05/03 John Denne 

05/03 Robert Dinmore 

05/03 Diane Crilley 

05/03 Jennifer Cuminale 

05/04 Robert Smith 

05/04 Leslie Bacon 

05/04 Anthony Graham 

05/04 Alec Russell 

05/04 Todd Stafford 

05/05 Scott Gaulocher 

05/05 Thea Kruger 

05/05 Julia Quinn 

05/05 Lily Gale Bates 

05/06 Rosemary Lamie 

05/06 Daniel Kilmurray 

05/06 Douglas Friedman 

05/06 Olivia Thalheim 

05/06 Malik Armstead 

05/06 Nicole Alexandre 

05/07 Helen Hagner 

05/07 Charlotte Schmidt-        

             Fellner 

05/07 Stephen Alden 

05/07 Karen Harris 

05/07 Julia McDonald 

05/07 Daniel Cioffari 

05/08 Harriet Starr 

05/08 Leslie VanDermeer 

05/08 Paige Davis 

05/08 Martha Carey 

05/08 Tamara Kilmurray 

05/08 David Provoost 

05/08 Jennifer Whitehilll 

05/09 Linda Perry 

05/09 Matthew Derr 

05/09 David Allen 

05/09 Emily Hoffman 

05/09 Nicole Baker 

05/10 Stephen Weigner 

05/10 Fred Laffan 

05/10 Karina Saari 

05/10 Robert Friend 

05/10 Devon Simpson 

05/10 Amanda Gurciullo 

05/10 Jacob Calle 

05/10 Lydia Garnett 

05/10 Grayson Bennett 

05/10 Nadia Zikria 

05/11 Christian Meyer 

05/11 Brooks Riley 

05/12 Kathryn Hewitt 

05/12 Eric De Riemer 

05/12 Shawn Asselin 

05/12 Miles VanDermeer 

05/13 Stella Thomas 

05/13 Christopher Low 

05/13 Tyler Shaver 

05/13 Blanche Plaskonos 

05/14 Cyndy Anderson 

05/14 Tamara Ng-Yow 

05/14 Timothy Garlid 

05/14 Megan Yort 

05/14 Curtis Grellier 

05/14 Elizabeth Grellier 

05/15 Gary Klingner 

05/15 Hans Joachim Rieke 

05/15 Douglas Breismeister 

05/15 Nathan Young 

05/15 Fritz Waine 

05/16 Lindsey Friedman 

05/16 Margaret Ann Parker 

05/16 Isabelle Carter 

05/16 Benjamin Nadler 

05/17 Matthew Carey 

05/17 Mackay Eveland 

05/17 Willie Piro 

05/18 Ty Anderson 

05/18 Andrew Sotzing 

05/18 Charlotte Winston 

05/19 Richard Wolter 

05/19 Erica Reiss 

05/19 Michael Fusaro 

05/19 Field Garthwaite 

05/19 Eleanor Garnett 

05/20 Nancy McConnell 

05/20 Peter Thalheim 

05/20 Tyler Fong 

05/20 Kelsey Fong 

05/20 Finn Breismeister 

05/21 Chris Thompson 

05/21 Alison Cox 

05/21 Sean Kilmurray 

05/22 Pat Geismar 

05/22 James Morris 

05/22 Margot Brady 

05/22 David Gordon 

05/22 Colin Kelly 

05/22 Denis Fortunato 

05/22 Matthew Golodinskii 

05/23 Alice Hallowell 

05/23 Marty Burke 

05/23 Bill Wheaton 

05/23 Susan E Tedford 

05/23 Lisa Ghaffari 

05/23 Taylor Schinto 

05/24 Robert Brady 

05/24 Leah Carey 

05/24 Vicki Cain 

05/24 Christopher Cumming 

05/25 Paulette Tholen 

05/25 Bradley Craig 

05/25 Elen Amedeo Sotzing 

05/25 Margaret Phyfe 

05/25 Matthew Kilmurray 

05/26 Deborah Stickney 

05/26 Stuart Serenbetz 

05/27 Peter Simpson 

05/27 Kathryn Pugh Cawley 

05/27 Jack Koppenheffer 

05/27 Chase Riley 

05/27 Joshua Arnold 

05/28 Julia Servadio 

05/28 David Williams 

05/28 Judy Provoost 

05/28 Deborah Wheelock 

05/28 Mac Sykes 

05/28 Samuel Nadler 

05/29 Karl Sandreuter 

05/29 Elizabeth Stewart 

05/29 Billy Heidt 

05/29 Mariel Laffan 

05/30 Judy Coleman 

05/30 Julie Dodd 

05/30 Nick Carter 

05/30 Lindsey Hascher 

05/30 William Klingner 

05/31 Pam Grunow 

05/31 Eleanore Olsen 

05/31 Ted Anibal 

05/31 Libby Craig 

05/31 James Mair 

05/31 Thomas Mair 

Please submit material  
for the  

June Meetinghouse Monthly  
 by May 15. 

LIFE EVENTS  
 

Deaths:   
 Katherine “Kit” Hamilton Hobbs—March  22 
 Betty Jordan—April 13 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David D. Young, dyoung@fccog.org 
Minister of Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education:  Rev. Kate S. Forer, kforer@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 
Director of Music/Senior Organist:  Dr. John Stansell, drjohn@fccog.org 

Associate Organist/Director:  Terence J. Flanagan, terryf@fccog.org 
Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 
Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 
Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

 

Join us for Worship at  
The First Congregational Church 

 

Please join us on Sundays as we continue our  
Spring Sermon Series entitled: 

 
How Does Your Garden Grow? 

 
 

There are many opportunities for  
adults as well as children  

to participate in the life of the Church. 

 
The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM Radio.   
In addition, the service is available through the church’s website, www.fccog.org. 

A bulletin can be found there as well as a link to the live broadcast.  You can also find previous sermons there.  

The Church Offices will be closed Monday May 25 for Memorial Day. 


