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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

�  

8 AM:  AT TOD’S POINT 
(weather permitting) 

 
10 AM:  IN THE MEETINGHOUSE 

 
                           

 

Old Greenwich,             FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH             United Church 

  Connecticut                                             OF GREENWICH                                             of Christ 

M EETINGHOUSE 
M ONTHLY 

Beach Services Begin on Sunday June 1 at 8 am 
 

 

  Please plan to join us at Tod’s Point on  
  Sunday morning for worship at the beach   
  (weather permitting).  Communion is served   
  every Sunday.  In the event of bad weather a  
  white paper will be taped to the sign board in  
  front of the church indicating that the  
  service has been cancelled.  Regular worship 
  continues at 10 am in the Meetinghouse  
  every Sunday. 

Graduation Recognition  
Sunday is June 8 

 
We will be honoring high school and  
college graduates during our worship. 
Please plan to attend this special  
occasion in the life of our church.  If you 
are receiving a degree from a two-year or 
four-year college, a trade school or an  
advanced degree program and have not 
notified us, there is still time to do so. 



2  The Meet inghouse Monthly  

Good News! 
 
For almost a year we have been in a period of staff transition at the clergy level.  And we now have two new  
ministers to present to the congregation.  The charge of the Associate Pastor Search Committee was to  
recommend two individuals to join our clergy team for full time ministry – one focusing on Christian Education 
and the other on Youth Ministry. 
 

The Search Committee held its first meeting on June 6, 2007 and has met steadily ever since.  Interviews began 
in the fall and we were very close with one candidate, but after serious consideration, we decided to continue the 
process – looking for just the right match.  In the late winter, four outstanding candidates emerged (two for each 
of the positions).  They were all exciting prospects with tremendous experience and potential - and each one was 
brought in for two interviews.  In the end, the committee had the wonderful and challenging responsibility of 
choosing the two to be recommended.  This all took place from a pool of 62 candidates that came for  
consideration. 
 

Both the Church Committee and the Board of Trustees have received the unanimous recommendation of the 
Search Committee and after discussion and deliberation have also voted unanimously to bring both candidates to 
the congregation during two separate services of call (which include special congregational meetings) at the end 
of June. 
 

The two candidates being brought forward are: Kate Forer for Associate Pastor of Christian Education and Mark 
Montgomery for Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry.  Kate will come to us from Hillsborough, North Carolina 
and Mark lives right here in Norwalk.  Needless to say, there is a great deal of excitement with these two  
ministerial candidates joining our church.  More information about them and the process for their services of call 
will be forthcoming.  For now, I invite you to hold the dates of June 22 and 29 for these important services in 
the life of our church. 
 

To add to our excitement and momentum moving forward, I am pleased to announce that the Church  
Committee and Trustees have also authorized the hiring of Dan England as our part time Minister for  
Communications and Adult Education.  With the potential of Kate and Mark joining both Dan and Ron, we are 
so blessed to have these talented and gifted clergy! 
 

I am thrilled to have such partners in our common ministry – because combined with all of you this next chapter 
in our life together could be the best of all.  Thank you for your patience and support – and thanks to a fabulous 
Search Committee that has worked diligently and faithfully on your behalf! 
 

With excited anticipation! 

Call to First  
Special Congregational Meeting 

 
A special meeting of the congregation is hereby called for 
Sunday, June 22 following the 10 am Worship Service.  
The meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse:  
 

• to hear and act upon the recommendation of the  
Associate Pastor Search Committee to call a new  
Associate Pastor of Christian Education 

 

• and to transact such other business as may properly 
come before the meeting. 

 

Phoebe Griffith,  
Church Clerk 

Call to Second  
Special Congregational Meeting 

 
A special meeting of the congregation is hereby called for 
Sunday, June 29 following the 10 am Worship Service.  
The meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse:  
 

• to hear and act upon the recommendation of the  
Associate Pastor Search Committee to call a new  
Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry 

 

• and to transact such other business as may properly 
come before the meeting. 

 

Phoebe Griffith,  
Church Clerk 
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 Come On Now, Lift Up Your Voice! 
 

By John Stansell 
 
On a recent Sunday, as I reached the back of the Meetinghouse during the last hymn, I saw one of our ushers 

standing without a hymnal, clearly not participating in the singing.  I went and stood next to him and shared my 

copy of the hymn with him.  This man had told me on a previous occasion that he couldn’t sing.  My presence 
forced his hand a bit, and soon he was singing – right on pitch, with considerable volume and with quite a  

pleasant sound.  Clearly all he needed to do was to LIFT UP HIS VOICE.  Why did he think he couldn’t sing? 

 
Sadly, I am afraid there might be many in our congregation like this man.  They’ve either been told they can’t 

sing, or they’re afraid someone will hear them if they do, so they grumble along at some indeterminate pitch, or 

even worse, don’t even open the hymnal to try.  How I want to encourage all who are like that!  It might be true 
that some have real difficulty singing on pitch and are best left to grumble, but I am convinced that they are the 

few. Still God desires even their praises.  I want their participation, too.  And the rest of you, please, LIFT UP  

YOUR VOICE! 
 

Imagine our Meetinghouse on a Sunday morning with 200 to 400 people all singing at full voice. What a  

wonderful witness to our faith that would be!  Is this not the kind of church we want to be? 

 
To the committed grumblers and any others who think they can’t sing, let me extend an invitation to join me for 

a few weeks of informal singing together.  I have done this on a previous occasion with just a few participants, all 

of whom quickly found their voices and are now much more comfortable joining the Sunday morning singing. 
Call me at the church office, 637-1791, extension 22, or drop me an email, drjohn@fccog.org.  We’ll find a time. 

 

To the more confident, let me extend an invitation to join our summer choir.  We meet at 9 am every Sunday for 
a 30-minute rehearsal in the choir loft, followed by refreshments in the choir room.  You might not feel ready to 

do the service right away, but with a little practice, you’ll find yourself improving quickly.  I guarantee it will  

enhance your worship and it will probably give your week a real boost. 

 
 
 
 
 

Come As You Are 
 
There is no dress code when John Stansell gives an informal organ recital in the Meetinghouse on Sunday,  
June 29, at 5 pm, an ideal time between your day’s activities and suppertime.  John will present the program that 
he is preparing to play at the cathedral in Bruges, Belgium, the following Friday evening.  The presenters there 
have asked for a “tourist friendly” program, with representative works of pre-Bach composers, Bach, German 
romantic, French symphonic and American organ music, so that’s what it will be, including Mendelssohn’s  
Sonata VI, the popular “Final” to Symphony I by Louis Vierne, and Saints’ Days, the piece that Daniel Pinkham 
composed for John in 1999.  The organ console will be in full view, front and center, so listeners also get to 
watch hands and feet work their magic.  Treat yourself to this unexpected summer treat, while you support John 
by providing him with a “practice” audience. 
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SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS JUNE 1 

Summer Church School is a “one room schoolhouse” program for our preschool and elementary school children 
every Sunday during June and July.  Children begin worship in the Meetinghouse with their parents; after the  
Children’s Sermon, they will go to the Undercroft with the teachers.  Led by our Church School Director,  
Rosemary Lamie, with assistance in June from Debbie Bocchino Crawford, and other volunteers, our lessons will 
vary from week to week but will always aim to enhance our children’s understanding of God’s love and how we 
share that love with others. 
 

We look forward to being with your children! 
 
 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL RECOGNITION SUNDAY 2008 

 

There are still teaching opportunities for Church School 2008-2009 in all classes except 4th Grade.  Our children 
would love to have you with them.  Be prepared to learn more than you will teach! 
 
Sign up in the Auditorium, contact Rosemary Lamie at 637-1791, extension 20, or email rosemaryl@fccog.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If Paul had only had email… 
 
We are trying to modernize our means of communication.  One step is to collect as complete and accurate a list of 
the email addresses of members and friends as we can.  These addresses will be kept in our in-house database, 
Church Windows, and will be strictly for church use.  So, with complete confidence, go to the church website 
(www.fccog.org) and click on EMAIL SIGN-UP.  You’ll be asked for your name and the email address you prefer 
for church mailings.   Click on SUBMIT and you’ll be on the list for special announcements, the occasional message 
from the pastoral staff and other important information.  We promise not to wear you out with messages.  If you 
received a message this week from the church about all of this you can disregard this notice because we already have 
your email. 
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First Church honored its members of fifty years or more on May 25! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

pictured left to right are:   
back row—Don and Phyllis Freeman, Rich and Bobbie Hopkins, Car Westbrook, Marcia and Chuck Livingston, John Denne 
middle row—Barrie Richmond, Ginge Liddel, Jane Crossley, Larry Haviland, Donna Gargagliano, Diane Andersen, Nan Snyder 
front row—Barbara Van Buren, Louise Guy, Janet Dinwiddie, Eleanor Mawhinney, Jane Ives, Bob Starr   

 

 

Pilgrim Towers Turns 40! 
 
 

Our very own UCC residence for Senior Citizens in Stamford celebrates 40 years of serving seniors with limited 

incomes by providing safe, secure and private apartments to enhance independent living and to provide  

opportunities for making new friends and building lasting relationships.  As one of the founding churches, First 

Church has always been represented on the Board of Directors and provides financial support through allocations 
from Outreach and Women’s Ministries.  More recently our Church School children have provided food and  

correspondence for the residents and the congregation provided Christmas gifts in 2007. 
 

The official celebration is on Sunday, June 29 at 3 pm.  We send our congratulations and very best wishes for many 

more years of service. 

Material for the July Meetinghouse Monthly should be submitted by June 15. 
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The Lenten Project 2008 
Our Results: 

 

44% Participation 
 

$73,033 in Contributions 
 
 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

     $35,144 for H.O.M.E.     $37,889 for Hunger 

     $20,144 for long-needed renovation of the Family 
Transitional Shelter 
     $15,000 to replace the heating system in the  
Learning Center 

     To provide fresh vegetables, frozen meats, and  
whole-grain bread for use by The Food Bank, Neighbor 
to Neighbor, and New Covenant House 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
 
 
Please consider heading up your chosen team of 4-5 volunteers for about 2 hours to 
prepare the chili meal that our church serves on the first Monday of the month at 

the Yerwood Center in Stamford. 

 

A volunteer team captain for August is needed to gather approximately 4 people to 
shop and prepare the chili meal which is then served by a different team of volunteers at the Yerwood Center at 

noon on Monday.  A shopping list of the ingredients needed and meal instructions are provided and, if you wish, 

funds to purchase the food .   
 

If August doesn’t work for you let me know your preference for 2009.  I am always interested in new people to help 

with this project and to share our many blessings. 
 

Contact Michelle Young (michelleyoung5@gmail.com) with your interest in gathering a team of workers. 



 9 The Meet inghouse Monthly  

FROM THE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

 

The Outreach committee is currently reviewing applications for grants.  The American Red Cross has applied for 
funding for the Motor Services Program.  The committee granted $5000 last year to support this free service.   
Christian Outreach Committee funding supported costs attributable to program and auto expenses.  Escalating fuel 
costs have put an additional strain on the organization this year. 
 

Motor Services provide ambulatory Greenwich residents round-trip rides to non-emergency medical, dental,  
physical therapy, well-baby clinic, and rehabilitation appointments in Greenwich.  And, rides are provided for 
Greenwich residents needing transportation to and from dialysis appointments in Port Chester, NY, and  
Stamford, CT.   
 

During FY ‘07, volunteer Motor Services drivers provided 7,557 rides to Greenwich residents needing  
transportation.  During this fiscal year (’08) drivers have provided 4,200 rides through April.  The numbers are 
down because drivers are urgently needed.  The program added prescription delivery to its service and has increased 
the number of deliveries from 20 to 52 this year. 
 

More than one hundred clients are considered ‘regulars’ and use the service an average of 6 times per month.  Of 
these, approximately 40% live in Greenwich Housing Authority units and approximately 10% are ARC clients.  
Additionally, another 100 individuals use the service at least 2 times each month.  Most of these clients are seniors of 
limited means.  By definition, this service is provided to those who have no other means of transportation. 
 

Motor Services volunteers provide more than transportation to their clients.  Drivers and riders develop strong  
relationships.  Every effort is made to provide consistency so that a client can expect to see the same driver each ride.  
A friendly smile, a courteous greeting and considerate service are hallmarks of Motor Services.  The volunteer drivers 
provide service by turning their compassion into action.  Drivers benefit personally from their volunteer experience – 
rider thank-yous are heartfelt and sincere reflections of appreciation for small kindnesses. 
 

The Greenwich Chapter contracts with the Transportation Association of Greenwich (TAG) for administrative  
support.  TAG prepares driver and client schedules and handles dispatch.  Clients are scheduled for transportation 
through requests from Greenwich Hospital, Department of Health clinic services, doctors’ offices, and other  
agencies.  Clients may also request transportation.  Transportation is limited to within Greenwich town limits or to 
dialysis appointments in Port Chester and Stamford.  
 

The Greenwich Chapter receives no government funding nor funding from the National American Red Cross.  
Revenue sources include the United Way, corporate and foundation grants, event proceeds and individual  
donations.  Voluntary contributions of time and funds support the Chapter to provide the vital programs and  
services that help people prevent, prepare for, and respond to emergencies and disasters.  
 

The Greenwich Chapter has an immediate and urgent need for volunteer drivers.  Shifts are morning or afternoon 
and are four hours in length.  A volunteer orientation and background check are conducted before shifts are  
assigned.  The cars are fully insured Red Cross vehicles. To volunteer please call 203-869-8444 and ask for  
Mr. Andrew Sindell.    
 

The American Red Cross is a humanitarian organization led by volunteers and guided by its Congressional Charter 
and the Fundamental Principals of the International Red Cross Movement.  Under its mission, the Greenwich  
chapter provides relief to victims of emergencies and disasters and helps people prevent, prepare for, and respond  
to emergencies. 
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From the Parish Nurse… Recognizing a Stroke    by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
We’ve all seen the helpful emails forwarded with information on how to recognize a stroke.  I decided to check for 
the latest recommendations from a very reliable source:  The American Stroke Association (a division of the  
American Heart Association).  I also spoke with a cardiologist, Dr. Stark and a neurologist, Dr. Nahm, who were  
instrumental in Greenwich Hospital’s attaining certification as a Stroke Center.  The bottom line:  YES, these 
guidelines for recognizing a stroke are very useful, but one should not waste any time deliberating.  When in doubt, 
call 911.  Precious time can be saved by expediting the emergency room arrival.  So with that in mind, here’s a bit 
more on stroke physiology, symptoms, and recommended action. 
 

Stroke can be thought of as a “brain attack” because circulation of oxygenated blood is impaired to some part of the 
brain.  This could be from a blood clot blocking an artery supplying blood to the brain, or from a bleed in a blood 
vessel (as with a ruptured aneurysm or a physical trauma).  In either case time is of the essence because medical  
interventions to restore blood flow can save brain cells.  If given within three hours of the start of symptoms, a  
clot-busting drug can reduce long-term disability for the most common (blockage) type of stroke. 
 

Know the Stroke Warning Signs 
 

   •   Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm or leg, especially on one side of the body    
   •   Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understanding    
   •   Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes    
   •   Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or coordination    
   •   Sudden, severe headache with no known cause 
 

The National Stroke Association offers this acronym to guide a F.A.S.T. assessment: 
 

Face      - Ask the person to smile.  Does one side of the face droop?  
Arms    - Ask the person to raise both arms.  Does one arm drift downward? 
Speech - Ask the person to repeat a simple sentence.  Can they do so correctly?  Are the words slurred? 
Time    - If he or she has trouble with any of these tasks, call 911 immediately and describe the symptoms. 
 

Calling 911 is always the safest thing to do.  Never drive yourself or wait for a ride because lost time could mean lost 
brain cells.  Driving someone else also delays their treatment.  The EMTs can begin treatment, communicate with 
the ER and have the proper teams mobilized before the individual arrives. 
 

What does it mean to be certified as a Primary Stroke Center, as Greenwich Hospital is?  This means that the  
hospital has met certain standards set by the Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Hospital Organizations 
(JCAHO).  Standards include compliance with consensus-based national standards, effective use of  
recommendations and clinical practice guidelines to manage and optimize care, performance measurement, and  
improvement initiatives.  I admit I had taken Greenwich Hospital’s high standards for granted.  I just realized how 
fortunate we are when I searched for the nearest Stroke Center for my mom in Massachusetts and found it was 30 
miles away from her. 
 

Any article of mine would not be complete without at least an ounce of prevention.  The best defense against stroke 
is to decrease modifiable risk factors, which mirror those of heart disease.  To put it very briefly:  control blood  
pressure, cholesterol, diabetes, and weight; exercise regularly and quit smoking.  Comply with prescribed blood  
thinning medications and follow your doctor’s advice about tests for blocked carotid arteries. 
 

It is wonderful for children to learn the warning signs of stroke, especially if they spend time alone with their  
grandparents.  There’s an animated video reinforcing the F.A.S.T. message which I look forward to sharing with the 
church school children one Sunday in July. 
 

Related Web sites:  www.strokeassociation.org, www.stroke.org, www.qualitycheck.org (JACHO),        
                www.greenhosp.org/focus_integrative.pdf and www.greenhosp.org/medicalservices_cardiology_stroke.asp.                      
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS  

06/01 John Leinbach 

06/01 Richard Haviland 

06/01 Shirley Flierl 

06/01 Ann Simpson 

06/01 Peter Tufts 

06/01 Virginia Bonsal Nickell 

06/01 Lara Bennett 

06/02 Richmond Hopkins 

06/02 Carol Dinmore 

06/02 Susan Wilder 

06/02 Dwight Delmhorst 

06/02 Meg Savin 

06/02 Ian Sotzing 

06/02 Mary Beth Davidson 

06/02 Ingrid Thalheim 

06/02 Olivia Hartwell 

06/02 Gavin Zikria 

06/03 Adolph Clausi 

06/03 Sam Willard 

06/03 Chloe DeLeo 

06/04 Barbara Gaulocher 

06/04 John K Stewart 

06/04 David Chidsey 

06/04 Sarah Fountain 

06/04 Caroline Shaw 

06/04 Bryson Walker 

06/04 Cameron Fennell 

06/05 Joyce Nye 

06/05 Harlan Reynolds 

06/05 Josiah Low 

06/05 Mary Olsson 

06/05 James Restieri 

06/06 Natalie Jean Frenz 

06/06 Lisa Cesare 

06/06 Maggie Houseknecht 

06/06 Hanna Snyder 

06/06 Jack Molloy 

06/07 Turhan Tirana 

06/07 Joseph Mallory 

06/07 Janet Johnson 

06/07 Gordon Assing 

06/07 Ruth Lubbers 

06/08 Janet Clausi 

06/08 Charlee Tufts 

06/08 John Teeters 

06/08 Eric Larrabee 

06/08 Jeffrey Gregor 

06/08 Elizabeth Urban 

06/08 Meredith McLennan 

06/08 Henry Van Roden 

06/08 Maryn Vollebregt 

06/09 Barbara Kneen 

06/09 Paul Johansen 

06/09 Cynthia Dow 

06/09 Chase Koorbusch 

06/09 Samantha Altznauer 

06/09 Marcus Lotufo 

06/10 Priscilla Meyer 

06/10 Alan Chidsey 

06/10 Amanda Baker 

06/10 Margaret Silsby 

06/11 Erna Olson 

06/12 Helen Simpson 

06/12 Persis Alden 

06/12 Donald Friedman 

06/12 Debbie Crawford 

06/12 Amanda Sisley 

06/12 Melanie Gil 

06/12 Olivia Brindak 

06/12 Georgia Grellier 

06/13 Beverly Silliphant 

06/13 Ellen Anna  

            Perelli-Minetti 

06/13 Peter Griffin 

06/13 James Cofer 

06/13 Catharine Sotzing 

06/13 Megan Lovallo 

06/13 Lauren Lovallo 

06/13 TJ Lepoutre 

06/13 Christina Fortunato 

06/13 Zachary Agovino 

06/14 Richard Grellier 

06/14 Ashley Young 

06/14 Morgan Smith 

06/14 Sarah Bradley 

06/15 Harry Woodman 

06/15 J Robert Carey 

06/15 Becky Jewett 

06/15 Nancy Palamarcuik 

06/15 Frederic Delmhorst 

06/15 Julie Olsson 

06/15 Olivia Berman 

06/15 Christopher Keller 

06/15 Madeleine Phillips 

06/16 Robert Bailey 

06/16 Wilburn Bonnell 

06/16 Susi Orbanowski 

06/16 Polly Barten Gordon 

06/16 Walter Bloes 

06/16 Brendan Loughman 

06/16 Bradley Davis 

06/16 Chase Newman 

06/16 Alexander Pratt 

06/17 Tracy Yort 

06/17 Christopher Harris 

06/17 Kate Phyfe 

06/17 Reid Radulovacki 

06/18 Brook Urban 

06/18 Eduardo Healy 

06/19 Juliana Pugliese 

06/19 Max Dakin 

06/20 Betsy Pulitzer 

06/20 Charles Baker 

06/20 Corey Bloes 

06/20 Francis Claps 

06/21 Steve Fusaro 

06/22 Allison Frenz 

06/23 Nadean Hirth 

06/23 Donna Tagliarino 

06/23 Kody Fong 

06/24 Russell Vernet 

06/24 Selma Ash 

06/24 Eva Fossum 

06/24 Paul Brindak 

06/24 Devon Kennedy 

06/24 William Dempsey 

06/25 Jean Watkins 

06/25 Nancy Fountain 

06/25 Joe Rogers 

06/25 Heather Almy 

06/25 Sarah Gordon Schneider 

06/25 Jessica Asselin 

06/26 Kaca Enquist 

06/26 Frank Henjes 

06/26 Sheila Tolmie 

06/26 Wynn Watkins 

06/26 David Pastore 

06/27 Caitlin McGonagle 

06/27 Sybren Hoekstra 

06/28 Pam Koob 

06/28 Maurice Hunt 

06/28 Beth Rollins 

06/28 Irene Savage 

06/28 Millicent Armstrong 

06/28 Kevin Molloy 

06/28 Jason Bacon 

06/29 Victor Khosla 

06/30 Constance Walton 

06/30 Rob McCready 

06/30 Clifford Meyer 
 

LIFE EVENTS          Baptism:  Francesca Vittoria Lotufu—May 25  
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First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  David D. Young, dyoung@fccog.org 

Interim Associate Pastor:  Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Minister of Pastoral Care:  Ronald E. Halvorsen, ronh@fccog.org 

Director of Music/Senior Organist:  John Stansell, drjohn@fccog.org 

Associate Organist/Director:  Terence J. Flanagan, terryf@fccog.org 

Directors of Youth Ministries:  Steve and Debbie Crawford, dhbocc@optonline.net 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, susana@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Thomas L. Stiers and Sally Colegrove 

Come join First Congregational Church for worship on Sunday at  
Tod’s Point, in the Meetinghouse or for both services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Church Office summer hours, 9 am-3 pm Monday-Friday, begin on Monday, June 2. 


