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Welcome to this Service of Worship at First Congregational
Church on this fourth Sunday of Advent as we continue to 
explore our seasonal theme, “Reaching ‘Round the Earth.” May 
the spirit which meets you in this place on this special day, bless 
you as we embrace the drama happening in our midst. In the 
words of G.K. Chesterton,
                                “At the back of our brain…

                     there was a forgotten blaze
                 or burst of astonishment

                                at our own existence.
The object of the artistic

and spiritual life
is to dig

                       from this submerged sense of wonder.”

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, 
leadership and employment, and affirming of all who wish to 
join us as children of God.  We continue to give thanks for 
God's guidance in our journey of faith.

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

*All who are able please stand
‡Seating of latecomers

PRELUDE                                                 Cheryll Hadley, organ
      Greensleeves  adapted by Ralph Vaughan Williams

CALL TO COMMUNITY                        Dr. David D. Young 
     Please sign and pass the red book. 

PRAISING GOD
INTROIT                                             The Cherub Choir
                                      Stephanie Hanbury-Brown, director
                                                  Debbie Berner, accompanist

   Ding Dong Merrily on High  French Carol



CALL TO WORSHIP

*OPENING HYMN AND PROCESSION
          Angels We Have Heard On High        Pilgrim Hymnal 116
               to the tune GLORIA

LIGHTING THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE
  The Schinto Family -- John, Elizabeth, Jake, Taylor, Benjamin
Opening Sentences        
Scripture:  John 1: 1-5, 14
Prayer: O God, as we sense the drama of Christ’s Holy birth, 

give us wide-open hearts to receive the miracle of 
heaven’s happening within us.  Amen.

Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle:
           We light the fourth Advent Candle envisioning an event 

so wonderful that its beginning, means and end are the 
incredible love of God.

During the lighting of the fourth candle on the Advent Wreath, The Palmer 
Handbells will play an arrangement by Barbara B. Kenyon of “Away in a 
Manger.”

CONFESSING TO GOD

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
O God, whose mode of movement in our lives is through the 
honest obedience of those who are open to your Spirit, we 
confess that we have allowed the springs of our sensitivity to 
become dry and parched.
You have taken form through the simplicity of a Mary –
we prefer the complexity of Caesar.
You accompanied your Incarnation by summoning 
humble shepherds – while we are so concerned with 
knowing the “right” people.
Forgive us in this Advent season for our fear of simple 
genuineness, that we might be restored to a right feeling 
about ourselves, because we have encountered you in the 
stable of the unexpected. In the name of the Child of 
Bethlehem, we pray.  Amen.



WORDS OF ASSURANCE

‡CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

HEARING GOD'S WORD

FIRST LESSON                                                    Betsy Kreuter
                                         Isaiah 11:  6-9

he wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD

as the waters cover the sea.

SCRIPTURE ANTHEM  
Behold, A Star from Jacob Shining   Felix Mendelssohn 
Bartholdy                                                

SECOND LESSON
                                         Luke 2: 1-20

n those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While 
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
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cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; 
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

‡*HYMN   Who Would Think That What Was Needed
       to the tune SCARLET RIBBONS   New Century Hymnal 153        
                        
SERMON  

“Heaven’s Happening”                            Dr. David D. Young

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH ( in unison)
We affirm our faith in the little graces of life;

the urgency of growth, the strength of laughter,
We affirm our confidence in the dignity of all persons;

Their fortitude in despair, their strength in weakness,
Their love in hatred.

We affirm our joy in the experience of living;



The fragrance of nostalgia, the scattered
 moments of delight, 
the exhilaration of danger;

We affirm our need for each other;
The offerings of faith, the gifts of variety,
The quality of difference,

We affirm our hunger for God;
The desire for fulfillment, the ache for understanding,

The sense of peace.
Christmas is our season of affirmation.

  Adapted from Howard Thurman

* Advent Gloria refrain from “Angels we Have Heard on 
High”

Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.

CALL TO PRAYER                                             Susan M. Craig

PASTORAL PRAYER AND QUIET MEDITATION

LORD'S PRAYER 
           Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever.  Amen.

RESPONDING TO GOD

CALL TO OFFERING                     

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                    Chancel Choir
   Glory to God In The Highest Giovanni Battista Pergolesi                                                                                 

  
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE

As they offered gifts most rare, 
at the manger rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, 
pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 

    Christ, to thee, our heavenly King.



*Prayer of Dedication

NATIVITY PAGEANT 
Once in Royal David’s City  Henry John Gauntlett
The Christmas story is recreated as it appears in the Gospels
according to St. Luke and St. Matthew. The congregation is

invited to join the choir in singing stanza 6:

Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,

We shall see him: but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high;

Where like stars his children crowned
All in white shall wait around.

GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD

*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION
  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  New Century Hymnal 129
            to the tune IN DULCI JUBILO
              
*CLOSING SENTENCES 

Leader:  It is coming, Old Earth,
            it is coming tonight!

People:  On the snowflakes
             that cover the sod

Leader: The feet of the Christ-child
             Fall gentle and white
             And the voice of the Christ-child
             tells out with delight

      People:  That all folks are
                   The children of God.
                                                 Phillips Brooks “Christmas Carol

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 



POSTLUDE
   Toccata for a Celebration  Gene Clarke

Ushers:Peter and Shirley Flierl, Alison Flierl, Betsy Kreuter, 
Barrie Richmond, Barbara Van Buren, Paul Pacent.

Christmas Memorial Flowers

The decorations in the Meetinghouse this morning are given in 
joyful and loving memory of:

�� My mother and father, Han Sam and Alice S. Yee by their     
daughter Lois and grandchildren Kristina and Rebecca Berlin
�� Lori Ann Mahoney and Eugene J. Mahoney, dearly loved little 
sister and father of Eileen Mahoney Griffin and Aunt and 
Grandfather of Lori, Taylor and Courtney Griffin
�� Barbara Tufts and James Anderson  III by Ty, Cyndy, Jay and 
Katie Anderson

      �� Our parents, Margaret and Carleton Gisborne and Harry and 
Jeannette Henry by Bill and Claire Henry
�� Marion, Margaret, Margaret, Doug and Helen by The Brashes
�� Roger A. Lepoutre by The Lepoutre Family
�� Joan and Jim Kreuter by their children and grandchildren
�� Ben Ramsdell and Sally, Bess and Bob Hathaway by The 
Hathaway Family
�� Paul Garel and Christian Gaden by Yves, Monique, Pauline 
and Claire Gaden
�� Marian and Fred  Hout by Sue Hout Baker, Sara, Charlie and 

Liz
�� Lloyd and Ginny Heberling by their daughter and son-in-law 
�� Dawn and Rob McCready
�� Our parents, Joseph and Marguerite Wilcox, Robert and 
Natalie Starr and sisters Maude Wilcox and Elizabeth Starr Kirk 
Dennison by Harriet and Bob Starr
�� Janet Kay Long nee Berlin (sister) and Stanley H. Berlin 
(father) by Martin Berlin
�� Anne, Bill and Sue Denne by Their Family
�� Timothy Mahoney and Lois MacDonald by Mary Jane 

Penwell



�� Our parents, Louise and Harrison Reed and Margaret and 
�� Carleton Gisborne by Ruth and Gifford Reed and family
�� Robert Lee Liddel by the Liddel Family
�� Richard Vogt by Anonymous
�� Jim and Thelma Young and Leonard Larson by Kirk and 
Karen Young

            �� Helen and Milo Williams, Flora and Percy Walton, parents of  
Connie and Don Walton and David Walton, son of Connie and 
Don
�� Sylvia Truss by Ken and Erna Olson
�� Efraim and Victoria Olson, Ryan and Margaret Rosendale, 
Erna �� Nelson by Ken and Erna Olson
�� Family and Friends by Diane, Paul and Kate Kretschmann
�� My parents, Dorothy and John Green, in-laws Willa and Bill  
Provoost Sr., and grandson John Provoost by William J. 
Provoost, Jr. and his wife Suzanne, daughter Patti and son Jack
�� Bob Lindegren by Ruth E. Lindegren
�� Melita and John Magness and Dana Andersen by their Family
�� Harriett Humbert by Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Humbert
�� Stephen Bonsal II by Betty and Stephen Bonsal
�� My father, mother and two sisters and brother by Thelma 
Colegrove
�� Daniel F. Jankovich by Jean Jankovich and family
�� Jeannette A. Traugott, Miriam K. Traugott and Jeannette T. 
Belmont by Sheila Tolmie
�� Jack Littlefield by His Family
�� Our parents, Betty and D.J. Rozmus and Irene and Jack 
McCue by Sandra and John McCue and Family
�� Our parents, Lile and Elmer Rasmusan, Marian and Jack 
Gibbons by Lile and John Gibbons
�� Our parents and Churchill B. Phyfe by Doug Bloom and Dick 
Peebles
�� Edward and Eva Grant by their daughter Carolyn Colegrove
�� Allan W. Colegrove by his wife Carolyn, Sally and Jonathan
�� Our parents, Harold and Ruth Hopkins and Raymond and 
Mildred Hamilton by Rich and Bobbie Hopkins and Family
�� Our parents, Mr. and Mrs. Peter W. G. McNeily and Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Emerson Craig by Brad and Susie Craig and family
�� James Durland by his loving wife and children



�� John Provoost by Jack, Judy, Michael, Jennifer and David 
Provoost
�� Michel Andrew Scrivan by His Family 
�� Donation by Frederick and Schoen Lorthioir

Calendar

TODAY

WHITE GIFTS
Regardless of all other reports, White Gifts will be received during the 4PM 
Christmas Eve service at our time of offering. These gifts of toys or clothing 
wrapped in white should be labeled with the gender and age for which they are 
intended. Should you be unable to be with us for the 4PM service, gifts can be 
delivered to the Church Office at your convenience. White Gifts are delivered 
locally to those in need across the winter months. Toys are delivered to children 
in need.

THIS WEEK
Chancel Choir rehearsal Thursday, December  28 7:30-9:30 PM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
Regular 10:00 Worship with Communion. Childcare will be available. David 
Young is preaching, “Bethlehem and Back.”

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
Regular  10:00 AMWorship with Communion. Susan Craig preaching, “What 
About Life?”  Church School will resume. Childcare available.

NEWS AND NOTICES

Junior Pilgrim Fellowship (JPF - Middle School;) Meets next on January 7  
5 - 6 PM Room 103 
Senior Pilgrim Fellowship (SPF - High School)  Next meets January 7 6:30 
- 8 PM Room 103  

HATS OFF is on vacation until January 11.

CHURCH SCHOOL – CHRISTIAN OUTREACH CHRISTMAS 
DELIVERY!! MANY THANKS ARE DUE TO Barbara Van Buren and 
Barry Richmond for playing Santa Claus and delivering our Christmas gifts to 
the H.O.M.E. Community in Orland, Maine last weekend. They saw a winter 
wonderland of snow – and were warmly welcomed as they made their delivery 
on our behalf. Talk to them at Coffee Hour or when you see them to hear more!



THE RUMMAGE ROOM
This time of year is a perfect opportunity to thank all of the staff and volunteers 
at the Rummage Room for their time and hard work. A huge thank you also goes 
to all who have contributed items as well as our valued customers.
The Old Greenwich Garden Club awarded us “The Best Spirit of Old 
Greenwich” for our window display, and the Greenwich Chamber of Commerce 
gave our window a second place for community spirit.
     We have stopped taking donations until January 2 when we will open with a 
week-long 50%-off sale.
     On our wish list this time we have a dog carrier, jars with lids, puppets and                
marionettes, DVD player, paper cutter, high chair, wheel chair, computer 
keyboard (for Rummage Room use). 

CHRISTMAS TREE WRAP UP

A big thank you to all who helped with the sale this year. We had a smooth and 
quick unloading of 600 trees thanks to many who showed up to help. Our sales 
staffing went smoothly due to all our elves who were so cheerful in helping 
match buyers with trees. A special thank you to Dan and Tina Videtto and Pam 
and Bob Speers for acting as weekend Captains. – Eric and Betsy Kreuter


