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Speaking Pastorally
"The greatest use of life is to 

spend it for something that 
will outlast it."

William James

These past few weeks we have been focusing on a
Stewardship Sermon Series entitled, "Growing Gifts
with God."  We began by dealing with money as we
considered "A Lasting Investment."  Then came an
exploration of the gift of faith as we pursued "A
Growing Investment."  And this past Sunday we looked
at the intellect within the framework of "A Wise
Investment."  And this coming Sunday, November 5th
we will conclude by integrating the gift of service as we
follow Christ in making "An Empty Investment."

Stewardship is at the core of both understanding and
practicing the Christian life.  Stewardship is more than
money - it is a total life perspective.  We began the series
by addressing the issue of money, but really were dealing
with our spiritual life - because giving is one of the most
spiritual things we can ever do.

Faith, when taken seriously, struggles with the integrity
of combining the unseen world (which money cannot
buy) with the things of the seen world (which money
can buy).  To trust that our life and all the "stuff" of our
life are gifts from God helps us live out a more complete
life perspective in which we are living not toward self -
but toward God.

Whenever we give for God's purposes (with our money,
faith, intellect and service) we are making the best kind
of investment we can ever make and we are truly
growing gifts with God.

This past Sunday was Ingathering Sunday when we
dedicated our pledges to God and the ministry of First
Congregational Church for the coming year.  Making
and renewing commitments in the life of faith are very
important.  Because as I said earlier, Stewardship is
about all of life, and our tangible gifts are an outward
expression of all that we have to give in the way we live
out our lives.  If we could put our entire selves in the
offering plates, that would say it all. 

I want to encourage every single member who has not
yet taken the opportunity to make a pledge to the
church to please do so as part of our 100% participation
goal.  I am confident you will be glad you did.

The many ways we invest ourselves in life are crucial to
expressing who and whose we are.  As we increase our
"Investments" of life in God (in the ways of money,
faith, intellect, and service) - we are growing gifts with
God…from whom all blessings flow in the first place.  I
look forward to seeing many of you on Sunday!

Faithfully,

Harvest Sunday Food Offering
At this time of year we seek to support our neighbors
locally and at a distance.  Neighbor-to-Neighbor here
in Greenwich and H.O.M.E. Coop in Orland, Maine
are the beneficiaries of our food offering.  The need in
both areas is great this year and we are blessed with the
opportunity to make a real difference.  Thank you in
advance for your kindness and generosity.  



Attention those 70-1/2 and Older! 
Special Giving Opportunity 

 
A new federal law, The Pension Protection Act of 2006, allows certain individuals to direct the 
transfer of assets (up to $100,000) in their IRA* directly to charities of their choice like First 
Church. This provision only applies to individuals who are age 70 ½ or older at the time of the gift, 
and is only effective for 2006 and 2007. The transfers count toward the annual required minimum 
distribution from the IRA, but are not treated as taxable income.  
 
The distributions do not count as charitable deductions on your federal income tax return so the 
basic effect may be a wash insofar as your federal income tax is concerned. 
However, there may be certain benefits of paying your Church pledge in this manner. For one thing, 
your Connecticut income tax may be reduced since Connecticut does not recognize deductions for 
charitable contributions. Other potential benefits may derive from the fact that gifts made directly 
from IRAs are not subject to deduction limitations or phase-outs for donors in higher income 
brackets or who have otherwise exceeded their charitable deductions for the year.  And First Church 
clearly benefits from receiving your pledge payment in a lump sum! 
 
Please recognize that the above information cannot be taken as qualified tax advice. If you have 
questions about this special giving opportunity please direct them to your personal tax advisor.   
 
* regular or Roth IRAs only 

Reducing First Church Electricity Costs

All of us are unhappily aware that the cost of electricity has escalated in the last 18 months. Electric rates in
Connecticut increased by 27% in the last year and, according to the New York Times last week, may rise by as
much as another 50% in January. For the 12 months ending December 30, the First Church electric bill will be in
the neighborhood of $30,000 (pretty tough neighborhood).

The good news is that we are doing something about it. Within the next month, we will be retrofitting all old
fluorescent and most incandescent bulbs and fixtures with new highly efficient fluorescents. We will be taking
advantage of Connecticut Light & Power's Small Business Energy Advantage Program. This program provides a
monetary incentive to install new, highly efficient lighting (that's the first part of the good news).

The total material and labor cost of the retrofit is $18,358. The CL&P incentive pays 44% of this cost ($8,144),
leaving us with a balance of $10,214. The other part of the good news is that a dedicated and supportive First 
Church family, who wish to remain anonymous, is providing $7,000 towards the cost of this effort.

This means that the First Church Operating Budget will pay $3,214 for the retrofit that will save from $4,000 to
$6,000 per year on electrical costs! 

George Handley
Church Business Administrator
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ORGANFEST AFTERGLOW

Hector Olivera at Roland Atelier

The word continues to spread about the wonderful programs in our recently concluded 14th Annual Organ
Oktoberfest, particularly about the dazzling performance by Hector Olivera, who played our organ but mostly his
Roland Atelier, the amazing digitally sampled electronic instrument from which he evoked sounds as diverse as a
dog barking and an operatic soprano, not to mention that of a full orchestra. His witty repartee, including his frog
Harry (a Lutheran who favored the Bach piece that Hector performed to the French and secular selections) and the
humor in his music-making had the audience in stitches.

The other performances in the festival were each special in its own way. Carolyn Diamond brought her buoyant
personality to a wide range of pieces in her program entitled "Rhythm, Repetition and Blues," with user-friendly
verbal programs notes throughout. Thomas Dahl from Hamburg, Germany, played serious repertory at the highest
level of virtuosity and expressiveness, but let his hair down in his jazz improvisation on four contemporary love
songs and together with John Stansell in "Toot Suite" by J. S.'s deservedly forgotten mystery son P. D. Q. Bach.
Mario Duella from Italy closed the series with a program that was particularly entertaining in the selections by the
familiar Marco Enrico Bossi and his lesser-known brother Costante Adolfo.

We hope to fill the church for Hector Olivera's return in 2008, but meanwhile there will be another diverse and
entertaining Organ Oktoberfest next year. Watch for it!

Messiah Soloists 2006

Victoria Baker, the British soprano now living in Greenwich, will be one of the soloists in this year's performances
of Handel's MESSIAH, Part I and Hallelujah, here at First Church. Tenor Terry Beaurline will make his third
appearance this year. He is currently singing with our Chancel Choir on a regular basis. Greenwich native Holly
Sorensen, mezzo-soprano, and Edward Pleasant, baritone and Music Director at the Church of Christ in Stamford,
were both in our 2004 performances and will return this year. These singers are well known in our community and
promise to make Messiah 2006 another memorable occasion. Rehearsal and performance dates are on page 11. 

Sunday Afternoons Live schedule is finalized:

January 7 Eric Comstock, cabaret singer/pianist
January 21 Doug Cameron, jazz violinist
January 28 Edita Orlinyte, classical violinist
February 4 Jeni Slotchiver, pianist
February 11 Mary Costanza, cellist
February 18 Holly Sorensen, mezzo-soprano, with Mark Swicegood 
February 25 Yale Russian Chorus
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Kindergarten through Fifth Graders Worship
in the Daniels Center

This Church School year has brought back the practice
of Church School worship in the Daniels Center. With
anywhere from 50 to 70 children and their teachers
attending, our church school is becoming a
community unlike any in recent years. Each week, one
of the classes leads the service, which is written jointly
by Susie Craig, Rosemary Lamie and the class. Music is
provided by a wonderful group of volunteers - Nancy
Ziac, Mary Fike, Peggy Whitlock, Debbie Berner,
Nancy McLarnan, Marty Berlin, and Larry Welch to
name a few - who with voice, piano and guitar, help
our children learn hymns and other songs suitable for

worship. We have also had both the Cherub and Children's Choirs sing offertory anthems. As the year progresses
and our children begin to be more comfortable with the experience, this service is sure to become more and more
creative. 
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HARVEST SUNDAY - PASTORS' CLASS 
WILL HELP MOVE THE BOUNTY OF FOOD DONATIONS

Under the direction of Larry Haviland, immediately following the festival service on Sunday, November 19, the
Pastors' Class will help move the food offerings from the Meetinghouse and will help separate the assembled offerings
to be distributed between H.O.M.E. and Neighbor-to-Neighbor.



5

Church School Joins Outreach Committee
to Bring Christmas H.O.M.E.

This month, the Christian Outreach and the Church School are joining forces.  At their October meeting the
Christian Outreach Committee decided to collaborate with our children in bringing Christmas to our neighbors at
H.O.M.E. Coop (Homeworkers Organized for More Employment) in Orland, Maine.  To do this we requested a
Christmas list – a list of all the members of the H.O.M.E. community, adults and children, and we received one.
However, realizing that the first list had fewer than 50 people, we called back and asked, “Who else should be on this
list?” to which Jackie Lee, a member of the H.O.M.E. staff questioned, “Could we add the people in our shelters?”
To which we responded, “Please do!” and off she went to gather the information.

Now we have a list that will enable us to personally bring Christmas to this beloved community who know what the
word “need” means better than we.  Our children will have the first chance to respond. If there are any members of
the community not selected for a gift by our children, our church family will have the next chance.  The list is
priceless, listing such hopes as

Gabriel, 

age 2, loves Garfield;

Heather, age 12,

size 12, wants beads;

and Alan, age 17, tall and skinny

would love 

a baseball cap.

Having individual names of the community also allows us the opportunity to enclose notes. 

Of course, we need to be mindful of the context of need to which we are responding.  For this reason, we suggest
that Christmas gifts range in value from $10-20, they could cost less, but not more.  We also hope that each gift will
come with the name on a tag, Then the age, gender, and contents listed on a sticky attached to Christmas wrapping.
Gifts will be received between November 5th and December 3rd, and will be delivered to H.O.M.E. in mid-
December.

Advent is a time of waiting, and a time of preparation.  As we prepare to love and care for our neighbors, perhaps we
will also be preparing room in our own hearts to receive the child soon to be born, the Prince of Peace. 



Flash! "Mr. Thank You So Muchly" 
Returns to Old Greenwich on Sunday, November 5!

An old favorite among children's books, "Mr. Thank You So Muchly", is
having a second printing and is coming to First Church for a book
signing.  Our Church School will be hosting the event!  Our own Mary
Durland, the author, will be doing a reading of the book which was a
nominee for both the Caldecott and John Newbery Awards.  The story is
about friendship and is set in historic Binney Park.  It is filled with
beautiful illustrations of the park and it appeals to young children of any
age.

Mrs. Durland has just completed writing and illustrating a second book
entitled "What Are YOU Doing Today?".  It is her wish that this book will ignite a spark of creativity in children's
playtime, getting them away from "being tethered" to the TV and myriad other multi-media of today's world.

Both books will be available in soft and hard covers. (Soft covers are priced at $12.95; hard covers $18.95. Cash or
check only.) Great Christmas gifts for children, grandchildren, friends, teachers, neighbors!  Mrs. Durand very
generously wishes to donate 20% of her sales here at First Church to the Church School. 

Come and meet Mary Durland during Coffee Hour in the Auditorium on Sunday, November 5th .

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS 
TO BEGIN PLANNING ADVENT ACTIVITIES

On Sunday November 12, the Church School teachers will meet with Susie and Rosemary
and Task Force members to begin planning our Advent and Christmas classes and
programs. There are several exciting changes and opportunities this year and we want to do
our very best to make this a meaningful season for our children. This meeting is for all
teachers not just class reps, so please join Susie and Rosemary after Church School in the
Daniels Center for refreshments and planning.  Child care will be provided.

This February will see a return trip to our mission partners in Honduras.  The Senior Pilgrim Fellowship will be
traveling back to the village of Subirana in the Yoro Valley to visit the church's medical clinic, nutrition center, and
church.  It is also our hope to bring along medical personnel (doctors, dentists, and nurses.)  This year's trip is open
to advisors and members of the Senior Pilgrim Fellowship, this year's Confirmation Class, and members of the
Christian Outreach Committee.  

While in Honduras we hope to renew our friendships with the people of the Subirana and San Pedro Sula.  We will
also take part in whatever work projects are underway and deliver needed medicines. 

In addition to supporting the work of the church we also look forward to experiencing the country of Honduras -
its culture, history, and the beauty of the countryside.  Applications are currently being received for this year's trip
with the deadline of November 12th.  Please speak to Susie Craig or Anna Paskausky if you are interested in taking
part.  

Honduras 2007

6



7



8

Report from the Annual Meeting 
of the Connecticut Conference

October 20-21st

This year Barbara Davidson, Susie Craig, and Rosemary Lamie traveled to Hartford Connecticut to represent First
Church Greenwich at Annual Meeting.  There we took part in a number of exciting events.  

Our experiences began with lunch on Friday.  While Barbara Davidson and Rosemary Lamie attended the luncheon
hosted by Connecticut Women of the United Church of Christ held at Immanuel Church, Susie Craig attended a
clergy luncheon at the new Hartford Convention Center where the clergy from the Connecticut Conference
gathered to honor clergy people completing their 25th and 50th anniversaries of ordination.  Rev. Dale Greene and
Rev. Dedee Rigg were honored from our church and it was wonderful to gather with them and offer
congratulations.  After a time of honoring, we were also privileged to hear from Dr. Heidi Hadsell, President of
Hartford Seminary who shared her understandings of the growing globalization of Christianity and what that
means for the churches of today.  

Friday evening brought everyone together for dinner and an opening worship service.  Experiencing the diversity
and excitement of our churches gathered added to the spirit of the evening.  Following worship, we heard from our
Conference Minister, Davida Foy Crabtree.  Davida shared her vision and her concern for the churches of the
Connecitcut Conference most especially her concern for the environment, and our role as stewards and teachers of
the needs of creation.  It was exciting to hear about "green" efforts being made by many churches and being
planned for the future development of Silver Lake Conference Center.  

Saturday followed with a good look at the efforts in mission around the world, and closer by.  Looking at mission
active at a distance, we were able to meet Felix Ortiz-Cotto, the Minister for Global Ministries who oversees UCC
efforts in Honduras.  It was also good to hear about efforts being made in the continued recovery from Hurricane
Katrina to which First Church has made a significant contribution.  Closer to home, we heard about the campaign
Now For the Future, through Silver Lakes plans to move into the 21st century with improved energy efficient
buildings, the ability to welcome both large and smaller groups, and to make year round conference experiences
more comfortable and user friendly.  The ministry of Silver Lake for the young people of Connecticut is well
known.  With the proposed improvements, Silver Lake will also take a more dominant role in its ministry to people
of all ages.  

Lastly, our meeting concluded with a look to next June when Synod, the biannual meeting of the United Church of
Christ, will be hosted by the Connecticut Conference in Hartford. Churches from all over the country and around
the world will be our guests celebrating the 50th anniversary of our denomination.  There we hope that MANY
from First Church can take part!

Talk to Barbara, Rosemary and me. We have lots more to tell. It was our pleasure and our honor to represent you.  
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Each month we will highlight one of the many church’s
healing ministries, this month the spotlight is on Prayer
Shawl Ministry. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is into its second season and
has wonderful "yarns" to tell of the gifts begotten by
both the knitters and the recipients of prayer shawls.
This "hands-on" ministry combines the gifts of knitting
and prayer to create a beautiful shawl to symbolize
God's unconditional love and presence in our lives.  The
prayer shawl is then given to someone in need of healing
and support.  Our hope is that each time the wearer
wraps the shawl around their shoulders, they will feel
tangibly God's love and embrace and be surrounded by
the comforting warmth, caring and prayers of our
congregation.

Although most of the knitting is done at home, we do
meet monthly to knit, share stories, report on the
number of shawls given and completed and enjoy
fellowship. Our next meeting date is Tuesday, November
14th. 

If you cannot knit, perhaps you can tie knots or fringe?
Or you can participate by making a monetary gift to
cover the cost of yarn for a shawl.  Gifts can be sent to
the church office marked "Prayer Shawl Ministry".

For more information, please pick up a pamphlet in the
church office, check us out on the web site, or call
Penny Lehman 637-4585 or Angela Stevens 698-1709.

Pictured above is Bobby Littlefield modeling a shawl  

We extend our congratulations for the following baptisms held during October:

Gwyneth Grace Mair daughter of Karen and Martin Mair
Marcus De Marchi Lotufo son of Lilian and Mario Lotufo
Briggs Brown McGuckin son of Lindsay and Carter McGuckin
Jack Andrew Burdick son of Becki and Robert Burdick
Madeleine Faith Phillips daughter of Kelly and Todd Phillips

We offer condolences to the families of those who have died recently in our church family:

John Edwin Deardin Grunow
Walter F. Hoffman

Pastoral Care



ADULT EDUCATION

First Church is embarking on an exciting and informative series of Adult Education offerings this Fall.  Our mission
is to enrich and expand our individual faith journeys, while offering varied opportunities and formats for Christian
growth and fellowship.  The following is a brief description of what is planned:

Hats Off

A perennial favorite, this is our women’s book discussion
group led by Rev Susie Craig.  We read a wide variety of
books, share our life journeys, and also travel from time
to time.   All are welcome - members of First
Congregational Church, neighbors, and friends.  We
meet Thursdays 9:45 - 11:30 AM in the Church
Lounge   While we meet frequently, there is also much
latitude as we all have different schedules and
availabilities.  If you need childcare speak to Susie Craig
and we will see what we can arrange.  We want everyone
to be welcome.

Faith and the Work Place

If you have ever desired to connect your faith life and
work life, please consider joining others who share the
same concern on the first Thursday of the month
November 2  7:00 - 8:00 AM in the Church Lounge.
Dr. David Young will facilitate the gathering, which will
explore how faith and Christian principles can play an
important role in decision-making and work throughout
the week.  A light continental breakfast will be offered
and the sessions will end promptly at 8:00 a.m. to allow
for commuters and others to begin their workday in a
timely manner.  No reservations are required, simply
come as your schedule allows.

Second Hour 

We plan to continue to expand our Second Hour
offerings.  The following have been planned:

Medicare Part D open enrollment begins November 15,
and Sam Deibler, Director of the Greenwich
Commission on Aging, returns this month to update us
on the latest developments.  Sam will be speaking at
Second Hour on November 12 at 11:30  AM.

"Getting Oriented to Enlighten the Christian Faith"
by Paul Alan Laughlin

A new DVD/discussion series begins this fall facilitated
by Marty Berlin.  The four-week series will be offered
on four consecutive Sundays (October 29-November
19)  8:30-9:30 AM in the Church Lounge. We will
repeat the same material on four consecutive Tuesday
evenings, (October 31-November 21), 7:15-8:30 PM.
Please plan to arrive promptly, so as not miss any
material, however come late if you must, and come to
any and/or all of the dates.  

Paul Alan Laughlin, presenter in this series, is a popular
lecturer, author, and Professor of Theology at Otterbein
University.  Using his trademark humor and colorful
projected images, Laughlin shows how a positive step
toward an emerging progressive Christianity might
engage and inform conventional Christian traditions.
He makes a case for the promise of the mystical strains
of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Taoism in producing a
new, enlightened version of the Christian faith, with
special attention to our views of God, human nature,
Jesus Christ, and the Bible.  You may not always agree
with Mr. Laughlin, but you are certain to be challenged
into looking at new ideas on your faith journey. 
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A message from the Rummage Room

The Rummage Room wishes to thank Kerr’s Village Pharmacy and Linda and Frank De Luca for their donation
of much of their inventory to the Rummage Room.  Thank you to everyone who helped bring all these items to
our space:  Janet Blasberg, Jane Flynn, Sue Harman, Westly Martin, Monica Meskens, Ann Nemetz, Susi
Orbanowski, Tim Palmer, and Sharon Paris.  Our wish list includes:  treadmill, exercise bike, white crib, bassinet,
pack & play portable crib, and white gloves.  Be sure and stop by to see our continuely changing inventory.
Thanks,  Maria

Sales Hours                                                                                   Donation Hours
Monday - Friday 10 - 5                                                                  Monday - Thursday 9 - 5

Saturday   10 - 1                                                                                 Friday    9 - 1
Saturday 9:30 - 1

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP EMBARKS ON 21ST CENTURY MISSION

The Women’s Fellowship has a long and rich history here at the First Congregational Church of Greenwich and the
Board seeks to keep its mission relevant and vital.  To that end, all the women of First Church are urged to complete
a very easy survey. Beginning Sunday October 29th, there will be two ways to do this  - either online or on paper.

The results will be reported early in January.     
Log on:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=504682523218

or
Pick up a survey at Church.

Deadline: December 1, 2006.
Thank you and God bless!

A look ahead...
Advent Craft Fair and Workshop

Sunday, December 3

Handel’s Messiah A tradition at First Church
Rehearsals December 5, 6, 12, and 13
Performances Saturday, December 16, and Sunday, December 17, 4 PM. 

Open Invitation to the Women of First Church!

Our beloved sexton, Lilliam Mora, will be wed December 2 in Costa Rica.
The Women's Fellowship will be honoring her at a Bridal Brunch on

Thursday, November 9, 9:30 - 11:00 AM in the Auditorium.
Voluntary cash gifts will be received.
Traditional shower fun is planned.

RSVP by November 6.

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=504682523218


12

From the Parish Nurse     by Sue Asselin, RN

Influenza Vaccination
Last month's article reviewed some facts about the flu vaccine. It seems that the vaccine supply is sufficient this year,
so anyone considering getting the vaccine is encouraged to do so.  Here at First Congregational Church, the
Wellness Committee is offering the vaccine to people at least 18 years of age, for a fee of $25.  For Medicare
recipients, the flu shot is covered and available at the Town of Greenwich clinics, dates pending.  Private physicians
can also bill Medicare for the vaccination. (FCCOG is not able to bill Medicare or other insurances.)  Pregnant
women, and young people under the age of 18 should see their private physicians. 

Each year, the flu vaccine is developed to provide immunity to the three most common strains of flu, based on last
years data, and determined by the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO).  It
is wise to remember that there are many other viruses circulating that can cause respiratory infection.  So, whether
we receive the flu vaccine or not, we should practice sensible habits to decrease our chances of becoming ill. 

To prevent the spread of flu and other respiratory infections:
v Wash your hands frequently with soap and water, paying attention to fingernails and jewelry.  This is         

especially important after being in public, or with someone who is ill, after coughing or sneezing, and
before eating.  Use paper towels or, at home change you hand towel at least daily.  The alcohol-based hand   
gels are very effective at killing germs and are a great alternative when you're on the go.  

v When you cough or sneeze, cover your mouth and nose with a tissue, then dispose of it.  If no tissue is 
available, cough into you upper arm, rather than your hands.

v Frequently clean commonly touched items like door knobs, phones and faucets.
v Do not share items which go in the mouth.
v Make an effort not to touch your eyes, nose, and mouth.
v Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
v Stay home if you develop fever, cough, and body aches. 
v Call your doctor if you develop these symptoms.  If treated early, some antiviral medications can lessen the 

effects of influenza.  
v Boost your immunity with a well-balanced diet (consider a multivitamin) & sleep.
v Love thy neighbor.  When you help a person who has the flu, by running an errand for them, you are not 

only helping them, but also sparing others from potential exposure.  Of course, proceed with common 
sense, noting above tips.

Vaccine Clinic Information Sources:
Greenwich Department of Health Flu Clinic Phone Line:  622-3774
City of Stamford Flu Hotline: 276-4948
American Lung Association website:  www.alact.org
Your Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin, ext 21, Tuesdays, Thursdays and many Sundays

Flu Vaccine Clinics at First Congregational Church:
Sunday, November 5th 9:00 -10:00 AM and 11:00 AM-Noon Room 203
Kindly bring payment of $25 cash or check (to FCCOG)

Medicare Part D open enrollment begins November 15, and Sam Deibler, Director of the Greenwich Commission
on Aging, returns this month to update us on the latest developments.  Sam will be speaking at Second Hour on
November 12, at 11:30  AM.

http://www.alact.org
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STOP BY AND 
ENJOY A BIT OF MAINE 

HOSPITALITY AND SHOPPING 
RIGHT AT YOUR DOORSTEP!!!

Let's Welcome our Friends from H.O.M.E. 
as

The Senior Pilgrim Fellowship, the Women's Fellowship and the 
Christian Outreach Committee

Proudly Host

The H.O.M.E. ANNUAL CRAFT SHOW 
In the Auditorium at First Congregational Church

108 Sound Beach Avenue
Old Greenwich

Saturday, November 18th
From 9:00 to 4:00

Sunday, November 19th
From 11:00 to 1:00

Don't miss this great opportunity for our congregation to support our ongoing
relationship with the H.O.M.E. community!  Come see the handmade quilts,
Christmas decorations and gifts, woolens, pottery, wooden toys, weavings,
homemade jams, maple syrup, and much, much more!!!!

H.O.M.E. stands for Homeworkers Organized for More Employment and is a craft co-
operative working with the rural poor in Hancock County, Maine.   H.O.M.E.'s efforts
to help those in need include the operation of a free health clinic, a soup kitchen
and food bank, homeless shelters, learning center with daycare, literacy and GED
tutoring, alternative high school and college-level programs, and job and craft
training.

Volunteers are needed! This is also your chance to choose from the greatest
selection of merchandise.  You can sign up at coffee hour or in the church office.

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS SHOW GO DIRECTLY TO H.O.M.E.
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A WORD ABOUT FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

As some of us have noted and perhaps questioned, the needs at the food pantry seem to
change significantly from time to time. Food is obtained from several sources, including
large amounts of government surpluses. These donations may fill a specific need for an
extended period of time.  Consequently, although a particular item may be an excellent
nutritional choice, there may not be a current need because the supply is ample or even
excessive.

This month we will have the food barrel out on the first Sunday of November which is the 5th, and the annual
Harvest Sunday food drive on November 19th, and we want to ensure our donations meet the needs of as many
people as possible.  We can do this by maximizing the donation of items in short supply.  Right now these are:
canned fruit, juice, canned beans such as kidney, black or lentil (not green), dry beans, cereal, jelly, and vegetables.   

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE!
Yes, it is that time again to start thinking about our Christmas Tree Sale.

This year our tree racks will be set up on November 25th starting at 9:00. 
The trees arrive on Saturday December 2nd at 8:00. 

We will need 30-40 eager people to help unload our 600 trees.  
This job takes one hour of time! 

Our sale begins at 9:00 December 2nd and continues 
December 3, 9, 10, 16, and 17.

Please look at your calendars and see when you can help.  
All hands greatly appreciated. 

Sign up sheets will be in coffee hour starting November 5th. 
If  you are willing to assist as a captain for a full day 

please call Eric Kreuter at 637-3069 or Betsy Kreuter at 698-3016. 
As always, this sale benefits our Outreach programs. 
Thank you in advance for your help and good cheer!



11/01 Diane Jenkins
11/01 Anne Almy
11/01 Chuck Ainsworth
11/01 Richard Taggart
11/01 Katherine Kabot
11/01 Natasha Sibirzeff
11/02 Jonathan Colegrove
11/02 Thomas Woodman
11/02 Annabel Marie Enquist
11/02 Endy Anderson
11/03 Earl Moore Jr
11/03 Cynthia Servadio
11/03 Jim Sawyer
11/03 Todd Gaulocher
11/04 Lee Watkins
11/04 Richard Almy
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11/04 Kendall Witmer
11/04 Parker Freeman
11/05 James Starkweather
11/05 Sally Graham
11/05 Alexandra Smith
11/05 Shona Quinn
11/05 Anna Wilkinson
11/06 Richard Mahoney
11/06 Debra Shaw
11/06 Meg Stewart
11/06 Emily Ziac
11/06 Christopher Tierney
11/07 Joyce Carlson
11/07 Kirk Young
11/07 Deborah Graves
11/07 Robin Loughman
11/07 Rebecca Assing
11/07 Sean DeLeo
11/07 Patrick Carey
11/08 Doris Sisley
11/08 Ferdinand Veith
11/08 Charles Livingston
11/08 Sandra Phelps
11/08 Francis Pataky
11/08 Alicia Cipollaro
11/08 Carson Davis
11/09 John Leidy
11/09 Joey Cesare
11/09 Cole Perry
11/09 Tessa Anne Laffan

11/10 Ann Isaacson
11/10 Mary Jane Penwell
11/10 Elizabeth Cooper
11/10 Emma Wilfert
11/11 Charles Kolb
11/12 Doris Neikirk
11/12 Hazel Johnson
11/12 Richard Miller
11/12 Peter Schay
11/12 Jerry Carnegie
11/12 Penelope Hartogensis
11/12 Allison Millspaugh
11/13 Susan Alden
11/13 Armond Heerman
11/13 Lori Borman
11/13 Paul Ghaffari
11/13 Bjorn Wisecup
11/13 Griffin Sandberg
11/13 George Serenbetz
11/14 Carol Mawhinney
11/14 Christine Chao
11/14 Craig Breismeister
11/14 Katherine Toy
11/14 Duncan Graham
11/14 Sam Grunow
11/15 Cindy Bailey
11/15 Steven Lico
11/15 Thomas Vollebregt
11/16 Peter Grunow
11/16 Ruth Davidson
11/17 David Silliphant
11/17 Nathaniel Sadler
11/17 Alexander Rossetti
11/18 Lucille Jackson
11/18 Dorothy Zavattaro
11/18 Mark Schmidt-Fellner
11/18 James Thomas
11/19 Betty Bonsal
11/19 Gail Lauridsen
11/19 Peter Sibirzeff
11/19 Robert LaCivita
11/19 Matias Healy
11/19 Alexia Hartogensis
11/19 Tristan Rioseco
11/19 William Van Rhyn
11/20 Richard Gilbert
11/20 Miran Robarts
11/20 Rebecca Berlin

11/20 Avanelle Kelly
11/21 William Fossum
11/21 Judy Goodchild
11/21 Michael Pellegrino
11/21 Ann Claps
11/21 Richard Low
11/21 Taylor Ware
11/22 Dennis Humbert
11/22 Suzanne Dakin
11/22 Kimberly Dempsey
11/22 Maddie Dunn
11/22 Trent Newman
11/24 Dorothy Lenhart
11/24 Sean Brady
11/24 Jennifer Provoost
11/25 Maesie Clarkson Wylie
11/25 Caroline Farriss
11/25 Janina Bystedt
11/25 Aydin Rose
11/25 Taylor Pratt
11/26 Harry Culpen
11/26 Patricia Larrabee
11/27 Zilita Black
11/27 Sandra McCue
11/28 Jay McKenzie
11/28 Rosina Primo
11/28 Diana Frazier
11/28 Michael Russell
11/28 Ashley Grant
11/28 Ryan Perez
11/29 Patricia Leibfried
11/29 Robert Morris
11/29 Courtney MacDonald
11/30 George Friend
11/30 Jenna Benoit
11/30 Chloe Mackell
11/30 Sloan Jacoby
11/30 Samuel Jenkins
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Change Service Requested

The Members of The First
Congregational Church of

Greenwich, Ministers

David D. Young, Senior Pastor  
Susan M. Craig, Senior Associate Pastor

Ronald E. Halvorsen, 
Minister of Pastoral Care & Adult

Education
Anna Paskausky, Director of Youth

Rosemary Lamie, 
Church School Director

John Stansell, Director of Music, 
Senior Organist

Susan Asselin, Parish Nurse
Libby White, Director of Preschool

Ginny Breismeister, Director of
Membership

Pat Schay, Interim Director of Publications
Thomas L. Stiers and Sally Colegrove,

Pastors Emeriti

Sunday Service of Worship  
10 AM Church Service

Church School - 10 AM
Nursery Care provided during the 

10 AM Service.

The 10 AM Service is broadcast live
on WGCH 1490 AM Radio.

www.fccog.org

November Worship Schedule

Sunday, November 5                         All Saints Sunday 
Communion

Dr David D. Young                   “An Empty Investment”

Sunday, November 12 Laity Sunday
Peter G. Garlid                    “Following the Lay Leader”

Sunday, November 19 Harvest Sunday
Rev. Susan M. Craig                            “Justice and Joy”

Sunday, November 26                                          
Rev. Ronald E. Halvorsen “Growing Hope”

The church offices will be closed on Thursday, November 23
and Friday, November 24 for Thanksgiving.  

mailto:communications@fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org

